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Attorney at Law
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+1 202 756 8380

Dear General Campbell:

The law firm of McDermott Will & Emery LLP ("McDermott") and the Sikh Coalition!
represent Simran Preet Singh Lamba and are assisting with his request to the U.S. Army to
accommodate his Sikh articles of faith. We are also working closely with longtime Army
veterans and have met with senior Army leaders to ensure that this request takes into
consideration the Army's interests and concerns. Enclosed please find Mr. Lamba's request for
accommodation of his religiously mandated Sikh articles of faith (turban, and unshorn hair and
beard). See Attachment 1. We are motivated solely by our client's sincere desire to serve in the
Army while maintaining his Sikh faith, and we deeply appreciate your consideration of this
request.

Mr. Lamba is currently scheduled to report to the Military Entrance Processing Station
("MEPS") station in Los Angeles, California on March 30, 2010 for transport to begin basic
training at Fort Benning, Georgia, on AprilS, 2010. He has subsequent orders to begin
Advanced Individual Training ("AIT") on June 14,2010 at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas. A copy of
Mr. Lamba's enlistment forms and orders are attached for your reference. See Attachment 2.

Pursuant to Army Regulation 600-20 § 5-6 g.(4)(h)2, soldiers are required to submit requests for
religious accommodation to their immediate commander. Mr. Lamba was recruited under the
Military Accessions Vital to the National Interest ("MAVNI") program based on his language

1 By way of background, the Sikh Coalition is a community-based organization that defends civil rights and civil
liberties in the United States, educates the broader community about Sikhs and diversity, and fosters civic
engagement amongst Sikh-Americans. The Sikh Coalition owes its existence in large part to the effort to combat
uninformed discrimination against Sikh Americans after September 11,2001. Since its inception, the Sikh Coalition
has worked with government agencies and the private sector to achieve mutually acceptable solutions that ensure
Sikh religious practices are accommodated.
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skills and cultural knowledge, and his enlistment documents show that he and his recruiter
discussed his need for religious accommodation before he began his active service. Given Mr.
Lamba's current status as a recruit, we were instructed by your Staff Judge Advocate, Colonel
Vanessa Berry, to submit his request for accommodation to you. Given Mr. Lamba's imminent
reporting date, we stand ready to assist you and your staff in any way possible to ensure that this
request for accommodation is processed promptly.

As you may know, McDermott and the Sikh Coalition jointly represent two Sikh officers,
Captain Kamaljeet S. Kalsi and Captain Tejdeep S. Rattan, both of whom received approval of
their requests for accommodation of their religiously mandated Sikh articles of faith in October
and December 2009, respectively. We include the official correspondence granting
accommodation in those cases solely for your reference. See Attachments 3 and 4. Captain
Rattan is currently attending the Officer Basic Leader Course at Ft. Sam Houston and is
scheduled to graduate on March 22, 2010. Early reports from Captain Rattan indicate that his
experience has been overwhelmingly positive and that his Sikh identity has been well received
by leadership on base and his fellow soldiers. As Americans, we are proud of the wisdom, spirit
of tolerance and respect for religious diversity reflected in the Army's decisions to accommodate
Captains Kalsi and Rattan. We hope that Mr. Lamba's request for accommodation will also
receive favorable treatment and allow him to contribute his unique cultural and linguistic skills to
the service of our Nation and the success ofthe Army's mission.

I can be reached by phone at 202-756-8380 or via email at asidhu@mwe.com to discuss this
matter further. You may also contact my co-counsel at the Sikh Coalition, Amardeep Singh and
Harsimran Kaur, about this matter. Mr. Singh can be reached by phone at 212-655-3095 ext. 83
and via email atamar@sikhcoalition.org.Ms. Kaur can be reached by phone at 510-659-0900
ext. 92 and via email at harsimran@sikhcoalition.org.

Si~y,

~~
Enclosures

cc: Simran Preet Singh Lamba
Amardeep Singh, Esq., The Sikh Coalition
Harsimran Kaur, Esq., The Sikh Coalition
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March 9, 2010

Major General Donald M. Campbell, Jr.
Commanding General
United States Army Recruiting Command
1307 3rd Avenue
Fort Knox, KY 40121

Dear Major General Campbell,

I respectfully request a religious accommodation for my Sikh articles of faith, so that I
may proudly serve my country in the U.S. Army. My Sikh religion mandates that I wear
a turban and keep my hair and beard unshorn. All devoted Sikhs maintain these
distinctive articles of faith, which have deep spiritual significance to me. It is my earnest
intent to serve in the U.S. Army with distinction and pride while maintaining my Sikh
articles of faith.

I enlisted in the U.S. Army in December of 2009 under the MAVNI (Military Accessions
Vital to the National Interest) program because I possess cultural and linguistic skills
considered to be vital to our national interest. My Sikh religious beliefs and identity are
intricately tied to these valuable skills - they inform both my Punjabi language skills and
my cultural competency with the customs and mores of South Asia. As my enlistment
documents show, my Army recruiter and I discussed my Sikh beliefs and practices, and
my enlistment was executed with the understanding that religious accommodation
would be necessary to allow me to fulfill my dream of serving in the U.S. Army. I also
have a masters degree in industrial engineering with specialization in supply chain
management. It is my intention to apply for Officer Candidate School as soon as I am
eligible to do so.

Although I currently enjoy a successful consulting career, I enlisted under the MAVNI
program because I want to serve as an American soldier. The existence of the MAVNI
program is indicative of the U.S. Army's understanding that military readiness and
mission success around the world are greatly enhanced by soldiers of diverse
backgrounds, cultural and linguistic traditions, and religions.

I have been greatly encouraged to learn that the U.S. Army just recently provided
accommodations for two other Sikhs, Captain Kamaljeet S. Kalsi and Captain Tejdeep
S. Rattan, allowing them to serve with their Sikh articles of faith intact. I am enclosing
copies of letters from the U.S. Army granting their requests for accommodation. I
understand that Captain Rattan is currently attending the Officer Basic Leader Course
at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas and is scheduled to graduate later this month.

In addition, I know of several Sikhs who have served lifetime careers in the U.S. Army
with their Sikh articles of faith intact. Colonel Gopal S. Khalsa joined the Army in 1976
as a private and continues serving in the Reserves. Colonel Gurbhajan Singh served
from 1979 until 2007. Colonel Arjinderpal Singh Sekhon served from 1984 until 2009.



During their entire course of service, all three men maintained their Sikh articles of faith.
Their turbans, hair, and beard were never an impediment to their honorable service to
their country.

For centuries, Sikh soldiers and officers have served in armies across the globe, fought
bravely in wars, and have achieved the highest level of military distinction with their
articles of faith intact. Sikhs served as part of the Allied Forces in both World Wars.
Sikhs currently serve in the militaries of Great Britain, Canada, India, and the United
Nations. In serving the United Nations, Sikh troops currently work hand in hand with
U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Sir, I am submitting this request with the earnest hope that I too will continue this proud
tradition and contribute to the Army's mission as a dedicated Soldier, who is also a Sikh.
My ability to serve is intimately tied to my Sikh identity. I am eager to report for duty on
March 30, 2010 to begin serving in the U.S. Army with my Sikh articles of faith intact.
Please grant this request so that my entry into the U.S. Army will be smooth and
successful.

If you or your staff have any questions about Sikhs or Sikh practices, I am eager to
provide any and all information you require. Additionally, the Sikh Coalition's website at
www.sikhcoalition.org provides a wealth of information about Sikhism and the
accommodation of Sikh religious practices in the United States

Thank you for your attention to this request. I look forward to your decision and hope to
begin fulfilling my commitment to serve in the U.S. Army as scheduled on March 30,
2010.

Sincerely,

Simran Preet Singh Lamba
MAVNI Recruit
SSN:




