
June 17,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Room 3E880 
Washington, DC 20301 -1 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We are writing to you today concerning a constituent and fellow citizen of the State of New 
York, Second Lieutenant Tejdeep S. Rattan, who was recruited and commissioned by the U.S. 
Army in 2006, and who has enlisted our assistance in making this sole request: Lieutenant Rattan 
strongly desires to continue serving the nation he loves, as a U.S. Army dentist, while abiding by 
his Sikh articles of faith. These articles of faith include wearing a Sikh turban and maintaining 
uncut hair, including a beard. 

Specifically, we urge you to give full consideration to this patriotic young American's request 
for a reasonable accommodation that will allow him to continue to serve our nation and to 
observe his religious articles of faith. 

With our valiant servicemen and women fighting wars in two countries and our nation engaged 
across the globe in furtherance of our national security interests, we know that some might be 
tempted to regard this request by Lieutenant Rattan (and an identical request by Captain 
Kamaljeet S. Kalsi) as solely a personnel matter. It is not - and we trust that you agree. In fact, 
Lieutenant Rattan's request for an accommodation for his Sikh articles of faith implicates one of 
the most fundamental values - freedom of religion - upon which our nation was founded and 
which makes the United States a beacon of hope and liberty throughout the world. 

The facts in Lieutenant Rattan's case are not in dispute. 

He was recruited and commissioned by the Army in 2006 towards the end of his first year 
of dental school at New York University. 

He pro-actively asked his Army recruiters if his Sikh articles of faith (including wearing a 
turban and maintaining unshorn hair) would be accommodated, and was assured that they 
would be so accommodated. 

He is now completing his last year of dental school, and was planning to join the 
Officers' Leadership Basic Course in July 2009. 

On December 16,2008, he was informed by Major General Russell Czenv that the Army 
would not accommodate his Sikh articles of faith. 
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He has filed the necessary request for accommodation under Army Regulation 600-20 
8 5(h)(2) with the Commander of the Human Resources Command. 

Mr. Secretary, we have the greatest respect for military protocol and order, and unit cohesion and 
esprit de corps. Nonetheless, the Army's refusal to date to assure Lieutenant Rattan that his Sikh 
articles of faith will be accommodated is perplexing for several reasons. First, as noted above, 
Second Lieutenant Rattan received such an assurance when he was recruited in 2006, and in the 
interceding years this issue was not raised. Second, as you may know, Sikh-Americans have 
served in our nation's armed forces with honor and distinction in every major armed conflict 
since World War I, including one medical professional (Colonel hinderpal  Singh Sekhon) who 
began sewing three years after the militarypolicy was changed in 1981 to prohibit exemptions 
to the uniform requirements for visible articles of faith and one dentist (Colonel G.B. Singh) who 
served in the U.S. Army from 1979-2007 inprecisely the same position as the one Lieutenant 
Rattan seeks presently. And third, Sikhs currently serve in the militaries of Great Britain, 
Canada and India and as United Nations Peacekeepers - often working closely with American 
troops. 

Again, we respectfully ask that you give full consideration to the request by Lieutenant Rattan 
(as well as the identical request by Captain Kamaljeet S. Kalsi), allowing him to serve in the U.S. 
Army while observing his religious articles of faith. Throughout our history, our nation's 
military has succeeded in training individuals from diverse backgrounds and communities to 
achieve one, unifying goal: to protect and defend our nation. Providing Lieutenant Rattan with a 
reasonable accommodation would simply be an additional chapter in this long history of military 
success. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

ember of Congress 


