
	  

	  
	  

California Sikh Awareness and Appreciation Month  
School Administrator Talking Points and FAQs 

 
Below are some guidelines to keep in mind when interacting with school administrators and 
educators to secure a presentation on Sikhism for Sikh Awareness and Appreciation Month.  
 
Talking Points for Sikh Community Members When Interacting With School Administrators:  
• Introduction: Mention pertinent background information about yourself (parent, community 

involvement, past experience delivering presentations, etc.)  
• Credibility: “The resources that I am using have been created by the Sikh Coalition, the largest Sikh 

civil rights organization in the that delivers presentations on Sikh Americans in schools across the 
country. These resources are designed to be kid-friendly and have been vetted by numerous 
educators, Sikh experts and professionals.”  

• Audience Flexibility: Stress that you are willing to do the presentation for any grade level, classroom, 
staff meeting, etc.  

• Timing: Suggest that the presentation occurs during Sikh Awareness and Appreciation Month 
(November). If this cannot be arranged in time, it can also be done anytime during the school year.  

• Length: A typical presentation usually lasts between 45 minutes and an hour. However, the 
presentation can be adjusted to fit varying time slots.  

• Cost: The presentation is completely free.  
 

Typical Questions Received When Arranging a Presentation:  
1. “We don’t have any Sikh kids who go to this school.”  
Answer: The Sikh Awareness Presentation can be done to any audience/school, regardless if there are any 
Sikh children present. This presentation is an awareness building tool, and is designed for children and 
adults who don’t know anything about Sikhism.  
 
2. “We are not supposed to teach religion in school.” 
Answer: The Sikh Awareness Presentation is not designed to favor one religion over the other, nor is it 
meant to proselytize. We simply want your students to know more about the Sikh faith for a variety of 
reasons: a) Sikhism is the world’s fifth largest world religion; B) Sikhs have been in the U.S. for over 100 
years and have a rich immigrant history; and c) World religions are taught and studied in social studies 
classes. Further, in 2016, the California legislator signed AB 2845, the Safe Place to Learn Act, into law. 
This new anti-bullying law, co-sponsored by the Sikh Coalition, provides teachers, staff, and administrators 
with school and community resources to help prevent, identify, and remedy bullying and discrimination in the 
classroom. The Sikh Coalition makes these resources readily available.  
 
3. “Everyone gets along in our school. We have no bullying issues.” 
Answer: This Sikh Awareness Presentation is an awareness building tool, and is designed for children and 
adults who don’t know anything about Sikhism. The end message of the presentation focuses on respect 
and appreciating each other for our differences. All children, regardless if they have experienced bullying 
or not, can benefit from this presentation.  
 
4. “If we highlight your religion, we have to do it for everybody.” 
Answer: We encourage you to deliver presentations and invite guest speakers from all faiths and cultures 
to your school, as it would help students understand the diverse country that they live in. We are asking 
for this presentation to be done in November because it is Sikh Awareness and Appreciation Month. 
However, if November is not a suitable time, we can always coincide this presentation with a Sikh 
religious day or a Diversity Week at your school.  


