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After arriving in the United States, many individuals born in India have become naturalized U.S. citizens. 
In May 2010, the Indian government adjusted the requirements for former Indian citizens living abroad 
to formally renounce their Indian citizenship and surrender their Indian passports. This factsheet answers 
basic questions about these requirements. However, if you are a former Indian citizen who is seeking to 
travel back to India, please consult with your local Indian consulate or an experienced immigration 
attorney for further guidance. 
 
Q: What exactly are the requirements? 
 
A:  Individuals who were previously citizens of India but then acquired citizenship of another 

country (such as naturalized U.S. citizens originally from India) are required to officially 
renounce their previous Indian citizenship. In addition, they are required to surrender their 
Indian passports and are not allowed to travel on them. 

 
Q:  Why are these requirements being put into effect? 
 
A:  According to various laws in India that have been in place since the 1960s, individuals are 

prohibited from simultaneously maintaining the citizenship of India and another country.  Many 
individuals, who came to the U.S. from India and are now naturalized American citizens, may not 
have gone through the mandatory process of officially renouncing their Indian citizenship. In 
addition, many may also continue to possess and travel on unexpired Indian passports after 
becoming U.S. citizens. According to the Indian government, it announced these requirements 
earlier this year in order to prevent such misuse of Indian passports. 

 
Q:  Who is affected by these requirements? 
 
A:  Individuals who were previously Indian citizens and later became citizens of other countries, 

including the U.S. Such individuals are required to renounce their Indian citizenship and 
surrender their Indian passport, if they have not done so already. 

 
Q:  I am a naturalized U.S. citizen originally from India. What do I need to do to make sure I am 

complying with these requirements? 
 
A:  Upon taking citizenship of another country, an Indian citizen must submit a “Declaration of 

Renunciation of Citizenship of India on Acquisition of Citizenship of Another country” form 
(“renunciation form”) and surrender her/his Indian passport to an Indian consulate. When you 
surrender your Indian passport, the consulate will generally stamp it as “cancelled” and give it 
back to you along with a “Surrender Certificate.”    

 



 

 

 

The exact process depends upon various factors, including whether you have previous proof of 
renouncing your Indian citizenship; and when you became a U.S. citizen. 

 

 If you have already renounced your Indian citizenship  You should have, as proof, your 
cancelled Indian passport or a “Certificate of Renunciation” issued by the Indian Embassy or 
Indian consulate. If you have this proof, you do not need to do anything further. 
 

 If you became a U.S. citizen on or before May 31, 2010 and you do not have proof of 
renunciation  You must file a renunciation form; surrender your passport; and pay a $20 
fee to your local Indian consulate.  
 

 If you became a U.S. citizen on or after June 1, 2010 and do not have proof of renunciation  
You must file a renunciation form; surrender your passport; and pay a $175 fee to your local 
Indian consulate. 

 
For other scenarios, visit www.indiacgny.org/UserFiles/Renunciation%20scenarios%283%29.pdf. 
You may also be required to pay additional fees depending upon individual circumstances. Please 
check with your local consulate for additional information.  

 
Q:  What documents should I submit to my local Indian consulate? 
 
A: Generally speaking, you should have the following materials prepared and ready. Contact your 

local consulate for the exact procedures and documents required, as they may vary among 
offices.  

 

 2 copies of completed renunciation form, either notarized or signed in-person at time of 
submission; available at 
www.indianembassy.org/download_file.php?action=download&mainfolder=form_files/&file
name=Form_Pdf_27.pdf&mainfolder=form_files/&filename=Form_Pdf_27.pdf 

 Original and copy of Indian passport 

 Copy of U.S. passport 

 Copy of U.S. naturalization certificate; for minors who were not issued naturalization 
certificates, parents must write a statement that the minor’s citizenship was obtained 
through the parents, and provide a copy of the parents’ naturalization certificate 

 Renunciation fee (either $20 or $175) paid in cash (in-person only), money order, or cashier’s 
check 

 Pre-paid self-addressed trackable envelope, such as USPS Express, UPS or FedEx 
 
Q:  What if I have lost or no longer have my Indian passport? 
 
A:  You will need to provide a separate affidavit swearing to certain pieces of information 

depending upon various factors. Further information can be found at 
www.indiacgny.org/UserFiles/Renunciation%20scenarios%20-%20LOST%20PASSPORT.pdf. 

 
Q:  Are there penalties if I do not comply? 
 
A:  You may be fined up to $1,250 and/or be jailed from one to five years.   

http://www.indiacgny.org/UserFiles/Renunciation%20scenarios%283%29.pdf
http://www.indianembassy.org/download_file.php?action=download&mainfolder=form_files/&filename=Form_Pdf_27.pdf&mainfolder=form_files/&filename=Form_Pdf_27.pdf
http://www.indianembassy.org/download_file.php?action=download&mainfolder=form_files/&filename=Form_Pdf_27.pdf&mainfolder=form_files/&filename=Form_Pdf_27.pdf
http://www.indiacgny.org/UserFiles/Renunciation%20scenarios%20-%20LOST%20PASSPORT.pdf


 

 

 

 
 
Q:  I would like to keep my Indian passport as a keepsake. When I surrender my Indian passport, 

do I physically turn it over forever? 
 
A:  When you surrender your passport to your local Indian consulate, you will receive a “Surrender 

Certificate” along with your old passport bearing a “cancelled” stamp. Keeping your cancelled 
Indian passport may be useful if you apply for an Indian visitor visa, a Person of Indian Origin 
(PIO) card, Non-resident of India (NRI) or Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) status. 

 
Q:  How do I find my local Indian consulate? 
 
A:  Below is a list of Indian consulates in various parts of the country and their websites with 

specific information on this process. It is very important to read information on the websites 
below or contact consulates directly about their procedures as it may vary among offices. 

 

 For individuals in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Oklahoma, and Texas  contact the Houston Office (1990 Post Oak Boulevard, Houston, TX – 
77056; 713-626-2450); http://www.cgihouston.org/NEWADVISORY.doc 
 

 For individuals in Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, 
Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, and Wyoming  contact the San Francisco 
Office (540 Arguello Boulevard, San Francisco, CA 94118; 415-668-0662); 
http://www.cgisf.org/renunciation/ricsc.html 
 

 For individuals in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico Rhode Island, Vermont, and the Virgin Islands  contact the 
New York Office (1990 Post Oak Boulevard, Houston, TX 77056; 713-626-2450); 
http://www.indiacgny.org/php/showHighLightDet.php?h_id=145&key 

 

 For individuals in Delaware, District of Columbia, Kentucky, Maryland, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, or West Virginia  contact the Indian Embassy in Washington, 
DC (2536 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington DC 20008; 202-939- 9888); 
http://www.indianembassy.org/index.php?option=com_content&id=175 
 

 For individuals in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and Wisconsin  contact the Chicago Office (455 North City Front Plaza, NBC Tower 
Building, Suite 850, Chicago, IL  60611; 312-595-0405); 
http://chicago.indianconsulate.com/5OtherConsularServices/1CitizenshipRenunciation.html 
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