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Dear Supporter,  

Waheguru ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru ji ki Fateh 

As we look back upon 2004, the Sikh panth (community) and the Sikh Coalition can reflect on a long 
list of important accomplishments. The last year saw the New York City Police Department ending it 
discrimination against Sikhs – today Amric Singh proudly serves on the streets of New York City as a 
traffic enforcement officer.  It saw the Coalition defend Sikhs at school.  When a Sikh student was told 
he could not be a part of his graduation ceremony unless he removed his dastaar (turban), the Coalition 
stepped in, rallied community support, informed the school of the student’s rights, and let the 
administration know that legal action that could follow unless the student could proudly graduate with 
his dastaar.  In the workplace, the Coalition educated employers about Sikhs and reminded them of 
their rights in the workplace.  When Harvinderbir Kaur thought she would be fired after many years of 
diligent work simply because she wore a kirpan, the Coalition took action to ensure she could practice 
her faith and still keep her job.    

For each of these cases, there are dozens more that the Sikh community faces each day.  Our work 
would not be possible without your generous support. These achievements are a testament to your 
moral and financial support, words of encouragement, willingness to volunteer, and honest feedback 
and advice.  

The Sikh Coalition has made considerable strides in the three years since its inception in September of 
2001.  Together, we are building an institution that will serve the needs of the Sikh community in 
North America for generations.  We have learned from other communities that without a permanent 
voice, we will always be on the defensive -fighting individual cases instead of systematically influencing 
society to end discrimination.  This is critical because despite the dozens of cases the Coalition handles 
each year, many cases are beyond our capacity and an even larger number go unreported in our 
community.   

We have taken many steps to institutionalize the Coalition’s work in the last year and we continue to 
make strategic investments to ensure that the Coalition can serve the needs of our community.  In 
addition to assisting individual Sikhs, we have begun a number of proactive initiatives that will have 
impact on educating others and protecting Sikh interests nationally, such as: 

• successfully working to ensure that Sikhs are allowed to serve in the New York Police 
Department and Metropolitan Transit Authority. 

• conducting dozens of educational presentations to thousands of students and government and 
law enforcement officials. 

• distributing tens of thousands of brochures on Sikhs and Sikhism. 
• starting the first national Sikh voter registration drive to increase civic engagement among 

Sikhs. 

The 2004–2005 annual report describes these and a selection of our other major accomplishments,  
which we have achieved through the same paradigm that governs our overall approach: education, 
advocacy and legal protection.  Through education, we help people understand Sikhs to prevent racism 
and discrimination; with advocacy, we ensure government policy responds to the needs of our 
community; and finally, through legal protection, we take action when other means have failed.   

We wish to share what your help enables us to accomplish. We thank you and look forward to 
continuing our partnership as we collectively work for the chardi kala (high spirits) of all people. 

Waheguru ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru ji ki Fateh 



                            The Sikh Coalition 2004-2005 Annual Report                     
www.sikhcoalition.org 

 

2 

 

Education............................................................................................................3 

Coalition’s Education Program Inaugurates Diversity Essay Competition ..............................................3 
Excerpts from Selected Essays ........................................................................................................................4 
Project Reflect – Partnering to Educate Society ...........................................................................................5 
Sikh Student Associations and Coalition Launch Sikh Awareness Program............................................6 

Advocacy .............................................................................................................7 

Coalition Helps Victim and Perpetrator Heal Together ..............................................................................7 
Coalition Helps Rajinder Singh and the Sikh Community Gain Justice Against Attackers ...................8 
The Sikh Coalition – Making Sure ‘Every Voice Counts’............................................................................9 
Coalition Helps a Sikh Student Participate in High School Graduation .................................................10 
Coalition and Partners Host Asian Pacific American Community Summit ...........................................11 

Legal Protection................................................................................................ 12 

Coalition Battles New York MTA to Allow Sikh to Serve........................................................................12 
Victory ! – Sikh Coalition and Amric Singh Win Battle Against the NYPD to Allow Sikhs to Serve14 
Coalition Continues to Defend Sikhs’ Right to Practice Their Faith.......................................................16 

Case Profile: Harvinder Kaur, Overland Park, KS .................................................................................16 

Operational Update........................................................................................... 17 

Manhattan Office Opened .........................................................................................................................17 
Recurring Donations Drive........................................................................................................................17 
Staff Expansion in 2005..............................................................................................................................17 

Appendix I – Selected Educational Training Sessions..................................... 17 

Private Institutions and Organizations .....................................................................................................17 
Government..................................................................................................................................................18 
Schools and Universities .............................................................................................................................18 

Appendix II -  Selected Media Coverage .......................................................... 19 

Radio, Television and Film.............................................................................................................................19 
Print Media .......................................................................................................................................................19 



                            The Sikh Coalition 2004-2005 Annual Report                     
www.sikhcoalition.org 

 

3 

Education 

Education is the surest way of preventing future discrimination.  Inevitably, as people get to know 
Sikhs – what our beliefs are, why we wear our articles of faith and our commitment to all of humanity 
– they relinquish their fear and mistrust.  They see the similarities rather than the differences between 
themselves and those they once knew so little about.   

Yet with nearly 300 million people in North America, education is a gradual process.  The Coalition 
attempts to bridge this gap by focusing on areas that reach a large number of people, particularly those 
who influence the opinions of others.  Schools, academic institutions, members of the media, law 
enforcement and government officials are prime examples of our education focus today.  In 2004, the 
Coalition performed dozens of educational trainings across the United States.  

Coalition’s Education Program Inaugurates 
Diversity Essay Competition  

In today’s world, it is important that people of all faiths understand 
and appreciate the diversity of religion, nationality, race and ethnicity 
across the United States and the world.  The Diversity Essay 
Competition allows high school students to explore these topics and 
share their insight with the world.  

Through this experience, students learned about those different from themselves and explored how 
we, as a society, can better understand one another.  The Sikh Coalition will sponsor this event on an 
annual basis to promote these principles amongst all people.  

2004 Diversity Essay Topic 

Our world is made up of people of different ages, colors, races, cultures, nationalities, 
religions and ethnicities. That is what makes this world so beautiful and diverse. Yet our 
differences have also led to a lot of strife and pain. Celebrating the 400th anniversary of 
the installation of the Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh scripture, we invite young people of all 
denominations, faiths, cultures, sexes, races and ethnicities to share their views on the 
following topic:  

Religious pluralism is not mere tolerance of others. It requires constructive and active 
engagement with those who are "different," recognizing that diversity can enrich our lives.  

The Coalition received an unexpectedly high number thought provoking essays and choosing the 
winners of the competition was extremely challenging for the judges.  In its very first year, the context 
received entries from students in many countries around the world.  We are thankful to everyone who 
participated. Your words inspired us. 

The winners were:  

• First Place ($1,000): Patrick J. Halloran (Danville, IL, USA) 
• Second Place ($500): Jupin Kaur Malhi (Garland, TX, USA) 
• Third Place ($250): Shannon Elizabeth Werle (Springboro, OH, USA) 
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Consolation prizes of $50 were awarded to:  

• Kari Lombard (Seattle, WA, USA) 
• Meneka Kaur Dhand (Boca Raton, FL, USA) 
• Shawnbir Singh Gogia (Fair Oaks, CA, USA) 
• Dewi Harjanto (Irvine, CA, USA) 
• Illyana Ovshiyeva (Moscow, Russia) 
• Byron Chou (Syosset, NY, USA) 

Excerpts from Selected Essays 

…intensive understanding and active engagement will change the world more than nuclear 
war, politicians, and money ever can. To use my previous example of 1984, it was easy to 
kill an innocent child because they were objectified. They were objectified to the point 
where you could no longer see a human, only an outlet for ignorant aggression and hate. 
To actively engage another human being is to verify their existence as human being. If the 
same murderous person looked at that innocent child, and saw dreams of the future, 
loving parents, sisters, a puppy, hobbies, favorite foods, and future loves, they would lower 
their rusty blade…. 

Patrick J. Halloran (Danville, IL, USA) 

God does not teach us to hate one another. (6) Pluralism is a step beyond tolerance, a step 
away from the assumption of superiority and towards genuine understanding. As devout 
pluralists, we must be sure of our own perception, but willing to energize and fight for the 
perception of our neighbor. We must have the passion to enhance our being to an elevated 
level of spirituality which comes with acceptance. We must encompass what we know to 
be the passion for veracity, and fight for it consequently. In the words of Kahlil Gibran, “I 
love you when you bow in your mosque, kneel in your temple, and pray in your church. 
For you and I are sons of one religion, and it is the spirit.” 

Jupin Kaur Malhi (Garland, TX, USA) 

After the September 11 attacks, the Sikh people came under great scrutiny because of their 
distinctive garb. People became prejudiced and assumed that just because a man is wearing 
a turban, he was a member of the Taliban terrorist group…. I must admit that at first, I 
shared the same prejudice ……. 

… my friend asked me to attend an Awareness Club meeting after school...  As each 
person told his own story, I was most disturbed and moved by a [Sikh] student’s testimony 
of his day at school. Through tears, the student recalled the names and abuses he had 
taken from various students in the hallways. His turban made him an easy target for names 
such as “terrorist” and “Taliban”. However, what I found most striking was when he said 
that he was proud of his heritage, he was proud of his religion and he was proud that he 
was different and no matter what others may say, he will continue to wear his turban and 
fight ignorance….. I truly look up to my Sikh friend; he is great example of what I wish to 
become.  

Shannon Elizabeth Werle (Springboro, OH, USA) 
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Art and the Experience of Sikh Youth 

The Sikh Coalition worked closely with the Wing Luke 
Asian Museum in the International District of Seattle to 
create a traveling exhibition that encompasses the 
viewpoints and issues experienced by Sikh youth in 
America.  The project, Sikh Virsa, is a reflection of a 
number of Sikh youth, ranging from age 12 to 22, 
attempting to tackle issues related to defining their identity 
despite the pressures of assimilation.  

The project aimed to create a bond between the Sikh 
youth and connect them to the community.    Their work 
would also spur discussion within the Sikh community and with others in the broader society about the 
experiences of Sikhs in America. 

The design and implementation of the exhibit was facilitated with the aid of San Francisco–based artist, 
Rene Yung.  Ms. Yung and the youth compiled an idea for the art component – to create four portals 
that interconnect to an adjoining "pool." Her vision of this large art piece came out of visits to the 
Gurudwara Singh Sabha of Washington in Renton, WA.  All the Sikh youth attending the workshops 
shared their ideas and brought reference materials that related to community life and the Sikh faith and 
explained the unique representation of the Sikh ideology in the architecture of Harmandir Sahib. 

These youth took inspiration from the four 
entrances to Harmandir Sahib (one facing each 
cardinal direction) and assigned them themes that 
related to their lives. Each portal represented a 
theme the youth wished to discuss: Sikh 
immigration, culture, daily life and Sikh spirituality.  
Analogous to the configuration of the Darbar Sahib, 
the pathways lead to a central point of 
contemplation, represented in this design by the 
Reflection Pool.   

The exhibit will be completed early in 2005, and will 
tour to different schools, universities, city halls and 
museums.    

The project was organized by Wing Luke Asian Museum and made possible through grants from 
Rockefeller Foundation, The Cultural Development Authority of King County, and the National 
Endowment for the Arts, PONCHO and the Institute of Museum and Library Sciences. 

Project Reflect – Partnering to Educate Society 

One of the primary goals of the Sikh Coalition is to educate the broader North American community 
about the Sikhs and their beliefs and history, and to dispel common stereotypes about the community.  
Toward this end, the Sikh Coalition partnered with other community organizations including Hate Free 
Zone Washington, Chaya, Arab Center of Washington and Somali Community Center to start a 
campaign of reflection on hate and discrimination in our communities, called Project Reflect. 

 
One of the four pillars of the exhibit was on their Daily Life. 
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Project Reflect aims to establish Washington State as a place where all individuals can feel safe, secure 
and welcome, regardless of race, religion or ethnicity, and where acts of hatred and discrimination will 
not be tolerated.  The focus of the project is to advocate for and serve a diverse group of immigrant 
communities affected by post-September 11th backlash. 

Project Reflect reached all levels of school administration and teachers, as well as students and parents.  
The program began in two schools districts in Washington — Kent School District and Lake 
Washington School District.  The program has four primary goals: 

• to provide accurate and compelling information about the culture, religion and experiences of 
Sikh, Arab and Muslim communities targeted post-September 11th. 

• to facilitate deepened “dialogue across difference” that seeks to bring out and challenge 
preconceived notions in a safe and constructive environment. 

• to assist school districts in developing better policies and procedures to address discrimination 
and bullying in schools. 

• to develop tools that can be used nationwide to facilitate deepened dialogue around targeted 
communities post-September 11th. 

Sikh Student Associations and Coalition Launch Sikh Awareness 
Program 

In 2004, the Sikh Coalition and Sikh student 
associations (SSAs) across North America partnered 
to launch the Sikh Awareness Program.  As part of 
the program, SSAs organized events to educate 
others about the Sikh faith and the events of 1984.  

This first Sikh Awareness Day was held in April and 
was organized to galvanize SSAs across the country 
while disseminating information about the Sikh 
faith.  SSAs conducted a myriad of activities 
designed to educate others about the Sikh faith.  

Activities included: interactive PowerPoint presentations on the Sikh faith, langar program, dastaar 
tying and screenings of a movie “Keep the Faith” on the significance of the turban. 

The objective of the 1984 remembrance programs held in November was for Sikh students and the 
general university body to learn about and remember the events of 1984.   In June of 1984, the Indian 
army attacked Harimander Sahib located in Amritsar, Punjab – the holiest of places for Sikhs.  
Through the 1980s and early 1990s, Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch reported that 
thousands of Sikhs were tortured and killed by the Indian government.   

The Coalition provided SSAs with "ready-to-go" kits containing PowerPoint presentations, videos and 
guidelines on carrying out the respective programs.  The kits were developed jointly with Sikh students, 
academic faculty, human rights experts and Sikh educators across the country.   

The SSAs participating in the program included: Columbia University, Northwestern University, 
Rutgers University, University of Chicago, University of California at Riverside, Wayne State 
University, New Jersey Institute of Technology, Stony Brook University, Babson College and George 
Washington University.
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Advocacy 

The democracy of the United States guarantees many freedoms for its citizens and others living within 
its borders.  Yet navigating various government agencies, law enforcement and the media is a complex 
endeavor.  To do so requires an understanding of your rights, what facets of national, state or local 
government are relevant to an individual situation and how government or media attention can be used 
to resolve a situation.  The Sikh Coalition guides people through this process in a way that helps the 
individual and sets an example for the society at large.  

Coalition Helps Victim and Perpetrator Heal Together 

In the summer of 2003, the Coalition helped Gurpreet 
Singh after he was accosted on the Long Island Railroad to 
make sure that the man who harassed him was charged with 
a hate crime.   

The perpetrator himself had been through difficult times.  
He had lost people close to him in the World Trade Center 
attacks and had turned to alcohol instead of facing his 
problems.  Inspired by the history of Sikhs focusing on 
forgiveness rather than revenge, the Coalition and Gurpreet 
Singh decided that instead of blindly punishing the 
perpetrator, there was a better way to help him understand 
the consequences of his actions.  We requested that the 

judge sentence the perpetrator to perform community service with the Sikh Coalition so that he could 
learn about Sikhs and join the Coalition in working to end discrimination. 

In the spring of 2004, Gurpeet’s assailant began his community service by attending several sessions at 
the Coalition’s office to learn about Sikhism.  In addition, he created a bias incident reporting form that 
would be used to collect information from Sikhs who had been assaulted.  

The next stage of his service was to go to local gurdwaras with Gurpreet and to explain what happened 
and what he was doing, and to collect incidents of bias against Sikhs.  Through the spring, he visited 
three gurdwaras in the New York Area: Makhan Shah Lubana Gurdwara, Mata Sahib Kaur Gurdwara 
and Sikh Forum Gurdwara. 

At Makhan Shah Lubana Gurdwara, he explained his 
actions to the sangat and apologized. He described what 
he learned about Sikhism through his community service 
with the Coalition. He told the sangat, "I have learned so 
much about your community, religion and culture. 
Everything I have seen has been warm and beautiful."  

The man who harassed Gurpreet on the train now 
understands Sikhs.  Rather than being penalized, the 
experience allowed him to see the world from a broader 
perspective.  For Sikhs, it showed that how in a true 
democracy the system supports the rights of a minority.   

Gurpreet and his assailant address the sangat 
together 

By learning about Sikhs and Sikh practices such as 
langar, Gurpreet’s assailant learned to see Sikhs as 
people
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Coalition Helps Rajinder Singh and the Sikh Community Gain Justice 
Against Attackers 

On July 12, 2004, a respected, elderly, religious teacher, Rajinder Singh 
Khalsa, was beaten in Richmond Hill, NY by five men who yelled “get out 
of this country” while kicking and punching him.  The assault began with 
the men mocking Rajinder Singh’s turban and intimidating Gurcharan 
Singh, another Sikh living in Richmond Hill.  When Rajinder Singh stepped 
in and tried to explain the significance of the turban and that New York 
was their home as well, the savage attack began. 

Initially, the police performed a cursory investigation, charged 
only one man (who turned himself in) with a simple assault 
rather than a hate crime.  This occurred despite the fact that 
Gurcharan Singh recorded the license plates of both cars in 
which the men sped away, and even retrieved the cell phone of 
one of the perpetrators.  

After the attacks, the Coalition assisted Rajinder Singh and 
Gurcharan Singh with understanding the legal process and 
addressing the media’s questions. In addition, we helped Rajinder 
Singh in obtaining medical assistance to ensure there was no 
permanent damage to his cornea from the attack. The Coalition also reached out to the U.S. 
Department of Justice, the New York City Council, US congressmen and the New York City Public 
Advocate to demand the police conduct a thorough investigation.  

The Sikh Coalition and the community also 
decided to hold a rally outside the 102nd precinct in 
Richmond Hill to protest the NYPD’s 
indifference to hate crimes against Gurcharan 
Singh and Rajinder Singh Khalsa.  All of the city’s 
major television and print media agencies covered 
the more than 100 protestors demanding the 
police thoroughly investigate the case. 

As a result of the collaboration between the local 
community and Coalition, eventually all five men 
were arrested and charged with hate crimes.    

The Coalition would like to thank the Sikh community of Richmond Hill, including the leaders of the 
Makhan Shah Lubana Gurdwara, Sikh Cultural Society and American Sikh Gurdwara Prabhandak 
Committee.  By working together, the Sikh community in New York can be a powerful force for 
justice.   

 

Rajinder Singh days after the attack

The Coalition and the Sikh community organize a demonstration 
outside of the Queens 102nd precinct 
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The Sikh Coalition – Making Sure ‘Every Voice Counts’ 

The Coalition has always stressed the 
importance of Sikhs becoming more 
involved in the society around them.  One of 
the fundamental components of a democracy 
is exercising the right to vote to select the 
government.  Therefore, the Coalition 
planned to independently, or with the help of 
partners, run voter registration drives in the 
Sikh community.  Although important, this 
strategy missed an crucial part of the Sikh 
perspective.  Much of the community has 
immigrated to the U.S. in the past several 
years and is not yet eligible to vote.  
Members in this situation require outreach 

and education so that they can become more aware of the unique features of American democracy and 
how it can support them. 

The Coalition therefore decided to create a broader 
campaign that would serve the entire community,  ‘Every 
Voice Counts’ (EVC).  EVC addressed the community 
through three segments: 

Those already registered to vote – For those already 
registered, the Coalition simply collected their registration 
information.  In this manner, we gain an important resource 
when interacting with government.  We will be able to 
improve education and advocacy campaigns by making sure 
Congressmen are contacted by voters in their district. 

Those eligible to vote, but not yet registered – For this segment of Sikhs we provided several 
means of voter registration.  We collected forms at several gurdwaras throughout the country, at major 
events like the Sikh Day Parade in New York City, and through a unique online registration form 
available at the Coalition’s website. 

Those not yet eligible to vote – For recent immigrants, the Coalition collected demographic 
information.  In this way, the Coalition would be able to provide these individuals with information 
educating them on their rights and other key features of the democratic system.  In addition, it helped 
provide us with information needed to better educate local, state and national government about Sikhs 
and what kinds of needs they might have. 

Through this program, the Coalition registered thousands of Sikhs to vote.  In the future, we will look 
to launch similar programs to help provide the community and government with a better 
understanding of Sikh needs in different parts of the country. 

 

Coalition volunteers help make sure ‘Every Voice Counts’
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Coalition Helps a Sikh Student Participate in High School Graduation 

Officials at Alexander Hamilton High School in Los Angeles, 
California, told eighteen-year-old Harbakshish Singh that he 
could not wear his turban to his graduation ceremony. Citing 
a school district policy, administrators refused to issue him a 
graduation gown until he agreed to wear a cap to the 
ceremony. 

Despite pressure, Harbakshish refused to agree to remove his 
turban. Instead, just two days before the ceremony, a family 
member contacted the Sikh Coalition requesting its assistance. 

The Coalition contacted school officials the same day 
Harbakshish requested assistance. Speaking with the school's 
vice-principal, the Coalition explained the significance of the 
turban and how prohibiting Harbakshish from wearing it 
constituted a violation of his civil rights.  The school 
maintained its position. 

The next day, the Coalition’s Legal Director sent a detailed 
letter to the school explaining the ways in which the school's 
policy violated federal and California state law. The letter 

contained several types of supporting information, including legal precedent on the religious headdress 
in schools, photographic evidence that a neighboring high school within the same school district 
allowed a Sikh to attend his graduation ceremony while wearing his turban and a letter from the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Department welcoming turbaned Sikhs to serve as police officers. 

The Coalition also coordinated its efforts with local Sikh activists, including Natasha Kaur, a Sikh 
attorney in Los Angeles who also contacted the school district's attorneys and requested that they 
inform the school that their policy would violate the law. 

"I would like to thank the Sikh Coalition for helping me. Without its help, I 
might not have been able to take part in my graduation ceremony." 

–Harbakshish Singh 

The day before graduation, still without word on whether he would be allowed to take part in the 
official ceremony, Harbakshish boldly decided to try to participate in a graduation ceremony practice. 
As he arrived at school to begin practice, his school principal approached him and informed him that 
he would be allowed to wear his turban to the ceremony. The next day, Harbakshish celebrated the 
completion of his high school career at his graduation, proudly wearing his turban.    

 

Harbakshish and a friend celebrate a well-earned 
trip to graduation 
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Coalition and Partners Host Asian Pacific American Community Summit 

The Sikh Coalition along with other 
community partners organized an "Asian 
Pacific American (APA) Community 
Summit" at the Tacoma Dome on May 29, 
2004 to promote greater unity and civic 
involvement among the state's APA 
communities through a venue that integrated 
cross-cultural exchange and collaboration, 
civic education, and political empowerment. 

Asian Pacific Americans (APA's) in the State 
of Washington have a political voice that is 
unique in the nation for its focus on pan-
Asian unity and multi-cultural collaboration. 
Cultural exchange is essential to effective 

APA political activism in the state.  The diversity within the APA community alone speaks to the 
importance of cultural exchange, for the APA "community" includes everyone from Pacific Islanders 
to South Asians, fourth-generation Japanese Americans to SouthEast Asian refugees, young 
professionals to new immigrants, American-born children to limited English elders.  

The event brought together cultural performance from different communities, political dialogue with 
government leaders and educational workshops on how the APA communities could improve their 
ability to interact with state and local governments.   

One of the many highlights from the event was a gubernatorial candidates' forum featuring all the 
major candidates for Governor discussing issues related to Asian Pacific Americans.  In addition, many 
political leaders ranging from state assemblyman to members from the U.S. House of Representatives 
participated in the event.  

Amongst the many educational workshops included sessions on how to start a Political Action 
Committee (PAC), campaigning for elected office, leveraging your legislator, and non profit advocacy.



                            The Sikh Coalition 2004-2005 Annual Report                     
www.sikhcoalition.org 

 

12 

Legal Protection 

The Sikh Coalition uses legal action as the last resort to resolve a dispute.  Yet in many cases this is 
necessary, and a strong legal program makes potential violators more receptive to education and 
advocacy initiatives.  The legal program seeks to help individual Sikhs in need and to take on cases that 
set long-term precedents that impact the entire country.   

Coalition Battles New York MTA to Allow Sikh to Serve 
The New York Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) attempted to force 
Kevin Harrington (Sathari Singh), a Sikh, to remove his religiously required 
turban in order to maintain his job as a subway train operator. Sathari Singh 
has worked as an MTA train operator for over twenty years while wearing 
his turban, but in 2004 the MTA ordered him to remove his turban or take a 
job in an MTA yard, away from public view.    

The Coalition became involved in July of 2004, a few weeks after the MTA 
announced its policy to Sathari Singh.  Soon after, the Coalition issued 

several legal letters to the MTA, began negotiations and provided the MTA with information regarding 
other cases in New York City (e.g., Amric Singh vs. the NYPD).  In addition, the Coalition launched 
an online petition that garnered nearly 5,000 signatures.  Combining the case with the other major 
activities occurring in New York, Sathari Singh and the Coalition were able to generate interest in his 
case in dozens of newspapers and several television stations around the country..   

 “The Sikh Coalition has been an amazing friend to me in this struggle.  They 
have fought to defend my rights, and also helped me understand how I can turn 
my challenge into a victory for the entire Sikh community. I’ve never been so 
proud to be a Sikh in America” 

–Sathari Singh (Kevin Harrington) 

In October of 2004, the United States Department of Justice announced that it would support the case 
for Sathari Singh and several Muslim women against the MTA. We are confident that we will prevail in 
this matter and Sathari Singh will continue to proudly wear his turban and present a positive image of a 
Sikh wearing a turban for the millions that ride the New York subways.  

Media Covering the MTA Case – The Coalition continues to leverage strong media relations to draw 
attention to the high profile cases affecting the Sikh community.   

CNN 

New York Daily News 

New York Times  

Irish Echo 

United Press International 

New York One 
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 List of Organizations Co-Sponsoring the MTA Petition 
Coalition Legal Director and 
Sathari Singh discussing their 
strategy 

 

• American Gurdwara 
Prabandhak Committee 

• SikhNet 
• Bay Area Sikhs 
• Sikhpoint 
• California Sikh Council 
• United Sikh Students of 

NJIT 
• Sikh Research Institute 
• Gurudwara Singh Sabha of 

Washington 
• National Gurdwara, 

Washington, DC 
• Sikh Youth Commission 
• New England Sikh Study 

Circle, MA 
• Guru Ram Das Gurdwara, 

MA 
• Sikh Religious Society, IL 
• Gurdwara Guru Nanak 

Darbar,, MA 
• Sikh Students Association 

of University of Virginia 
• Waheguroo! Network 
• Sikh Volunteers of 

Washington 

• United Sikhs 
• Sikh Kirtan Prachar 

Mission of Australia 
• Sikh Spectrum 
• FATEH (Fellowship 

of Activists To 
Embrace Humanity)  

• Sikh Students 
Organization, Wayne 
State University 

• Sikh Students 
Organization, 
University of 
Washington 

• Sikh Dharma,  
Houston, TX 

• International Institute 
of Gurmat Studies, 
Inc. (IIGS) 

• Central Jersey Sikh 
Assoc. 

• The United Sikh Assoc 
of Virginia 
Commonwealth 
University 

• Non Sikh Organization 
• Asian Counseling and 

Referral Service (ACRS), 
WA 

• Asian Pacific Islander 
Coalition (APIC) of King 
County, WA 

• Washington Asian Pacific 
Islander Families Against 
Substance Abuse, WA  

• Indo-American Friendship 
Forum, WA 

• KSI Corporation, Granada 
Hills, CA 

• St. Anthony Church, 
Providence, RI  

• India Arts & Heritage 
Society, Seattle, WA 

• South Asian American 
Leaders of Tomorrow 
(SAALT), New York, NY 

• Japanese American 
Citizens League (JACL), 
Seattle Chapter, WA 

• SAYA!, Elmhurst, NY  
• South Asian Network, CA 

Sathari Singh – A Career of Service  

 

June 1981 
Harrington is 
interviewed for a job 
with the MTA wearing 
turban and is hired. 

Aug. 1984 
Mr. Harrington 
is promoted to 
train operator 
wearing turban. 

September 11th, 2001
Mr. Harrington assists in
the evacuation of
hundreds of New York
City subway passengers
during the World Trade
Center attacks 

Dec. 2001 
Mr. Harrington is featured in 
"Running Times," a New York 
City Subway Division 
publication, as a hero of 9/11.

Oct 2002 
Mr. Harrington pictured with 
other train operators in “Running 
Times” for commendable actions 
during 9/11. 

June  2004 
Mr. Harrington is assigned to 
a yard job, where he will have 
no customer interaction, 
because he refuses to remove 
his turban. 

July 2004 
Coalition becomes 
involved in Mr. 
Harrington’s case 

Aug 
1984 

Sept. 11 

Dec. 
2001 

Oct. 
2002 

June 2004  

July 2004  
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Victory ! – Sikh Coalition and Amric Singh Win Battle Against the NYPD 
to Allow Sikhs to Serve 

On August 27, 2001 the New York Police Department (NYPD) fired Amric Singh (Rathour) for 
refusing to remove his turban. After three years of near-constant struggle, including legal action, 
community outreach, press coverage and gaining government support, the NYPD settled the case.   

The victory in Amric’s case was part of a much larger story.  All of the 
steps taken in this struggle to gain this victory significantly increased the 
capacity of our community to protect the rights of Sikhs across the 
nation.  During the course of this case, the Coalition held two press 
conferences that allowed us to forge ties with the media.  Consequently, 
the Coalition was able to draw attention to not only Amric’s case, but 
other important issues such as hate crimes and employment 
discrimination in other city agencies.   

Also, the Coalition undertook the most significant legal action ever involving a Sikh’s civil rights in the 
United States. The Coalition filed a federal civil rights lawsuit, ensuring that the issues had a national 
scope. During this process the Coalition prepared for the court hundreds of pages of legal documents 
that can form the basis for future cases.  We also created significant bonds with several prominent non-
profit legal organizations that focus on civil rights.   

These relationships help ensure that Sikhs with major civil rights issues will have a strong network to 
support them. Finally, the Coalition made considerable inroads for the community with government 
agencies.   Through great diligence, the Coalition gained the support of New York Attorney General 

Timeline for Amric Singh’s Efforts to Join the NYPD 

 

After 3 years, Amric back on the 
job with his turban 
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In addition, the Coalition established several 
relationships with members of the city council.  All of 
these relationships (legal , media and government) 
helped Amric, but they also helped Rajinder Singh 
Khalsa, Sathari Singh (Kevin Harrington) and Sikhs 
across the country to come a step closer to equal 
treatment from the law.  

Amric returned to work at the NYPD, with his turban, 
in October of 2004.  He is directing traffic near the 
busy Manhattan Bridge entrance leading into 

Brooklyn.   Amric reports that he is thrilled to be on the force and that his new colleagues at the 
NYPD are treating him well.  He says that he already feels a sense of community with his fellow 
officers.  He looks forward to a long career, serving the city in which he was born and raised.  

"I would like things to change for…Sikhs all over this 
country. We're like the first pilgrims looking for the right 
to religion, the right to choose. If we have to choose 
either our work or our religion then this is not a place for 
everyone." 

–Amric Singh (Rathour), March 2002 

 

 

 

Coalition press conference brought together Sikh officers 
from across the western hemisphere 

Coalition rallies community for Amric at 2003 
Sikh Day Parade
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Coalition Continues to Defend Sikhs’ Right 
to Practice Their Faith  

After September 11th, many of the most challenging cases 
facing Sikhs were issues related to carrying the kirpan.  Since 
September 11, 2001, the Coalition has actively defended the 
rights of nearly twenty Sikhs arrested or charged with a crime 
for carrying their kirpan.  In 2004, the Coalition handled eight 
major kirpan cases from all across the United States.   

We hope that success with cases will help educate police and 
prosecutors about Sikhs and their articles of faith.  Over time, 
the number of cases should be reduced and Sikhs will be free 
to practice their faith  

Case Profile: Harvinder Kaur, Overland Park, KS 

After initially informing an amritdhari Sikh employee that she 
would face discipline if she wore her kirpan to work, a bank in 
Kansas reversed its decision. The bank, Capital Federal, 
changed its decision after working with the Sikh Coalition. 

In February 2004, Harvinder Kaur contacted the Coalition, 
stating that her employer had informed her that morning that 
she would be disciplined and her employment potentially 
terminated if she continued to wear her kirpan to work. She 
then had to make a choice the following morning when she 
came back to work: either keep her kirpan at home and 
compromise her faith, or wear her kirpan to work and face 
possible termination. 

Harvinder contacted the Coalition a few hours after she was 
informed she could no longer carry her kirpan to work. The 
afternoon the Coalition received her call, the Coalition's Legal 
Director called her immediate supervisor and faxed a letter 
explaining the spiritual significance of the kirpan and citing past 
precedent in which employers either allowed Sikh employees to 
carry the kirpan or courts dismissed criminal charges against 
Sikhs for carrying the kirpan. 

The next morning, the Coalition received a call and an e-mail 
from Harvinder Kaur stating that her employer would now 
allow her to wear the kirpan to work. Her e-mail read: 

"VeerJi, <Smile> I just can't thank you enough. Whatever I 
have achieved today is because of HIM and your effort. I really 
am so relieved because Human Resource has allowed me to 
wear my Kirpan….. I just can't be more happy than today. So 
far it's the major victory of my life…." 

Kirpan Victories in 2004 

New York v. Kashmir Singh, April 
13, 2004:  Prosecutor in Manhattan 
drops charges against a Sikh cab driver 
for carrying a kirpan. 

State of Montana v. Sarjeet Singh 
and Gurnam Singh, April 20, 2004: 
Prosecutor in Big Horn County, 
Montana drops a kirpan prosecution 
against two Sikh truckers for carrying 
kirpans on their persons while driving 
through Montana. 

Ohio v. Anoop Kaur Ahluwalia, May 
12, 2004: City drops weapon 
possession charge against a Sikh 
woman who entered an airport wearing 
her kirpan. 

City of Bellevue v. Gagandeep 
Singh, September 17, 2004: Local 
prosecutor drops criminal charges for 
carrying a kirpan against an elderly Sikh 
man. 

State of Washington, County of 
Kittitas v. Gajjan Singh Bal,
July 28, 2004: Criminal charges against 
a Sikh trucker are dropped by local 
prosecutors in Kittitas County, 
Washington. 

State of California v. Kamaldeep 
Singh, August 4, 2004: Criminal 
charges against a Sikh student for 
carrying a kirpan while studying in the 
cafeteria are dropped. 

State of Michigan v. Bhagwant 
Singh, August 16, 2004: criminal 
charges against a Sikh for carrying his 
kirpan while waiting for his father in his 
car outside an airport are dropped by 
local prosecutors in Wayne County, 
Michigan. 

Oregon vs. Gurpal Singh, October 1, 
2004: Prosecutors in Roseberg, Oregon 
decline to file criminal charges against 
Gurpal Singh, a Sikh truck driver after 
Coalition intervenes.  He was issued a 
criminal citation for carrying his kirpan.
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Operational Update 

In 2004, the Coalition took major steps to increase the organizations operational capacity and begin to 
institutionalize our work.   

Manhattan Office Opened 

The Coalition opened an office in lower Manhattan to better serve the major Sikh constituents located 
in New York and New Jersey.  The office, opened in March 2004, has significantly increased the 
Coalition’s ability to make an impact.  Currently staffed by a Legal Director as well as committed 
interns and volunteers, the office is the hub for Coalition activity in the northeast United States.    

Recurring Donations Drive 

In working towards institutionalizing the Coalition’s work, we launched the Sikh Defense Fund recurring 
donations drive in June 2004.  We recognize that the Coalition’s high level of activity can only be 
sustained through continued consistent support from the community.  By providing consistent support, 
our community will establish a permanent institution to defend Sikh interests and promote awareness 
of the Sikh faith.  Our goal is to reach $15,000 per month in recurring donations.  We encourage 
everyone who supports our work to make a recurring donation.  No amount is too small. 

Staff Expansion in 2005 

The Coalition is currently inundated with more requests for help from across the country than our 
current operational infrastructure can handle. In response to community demand, the Coalition is 
significantly invested in increasing our capacity. In 2005, the Coalition will add three full-time, salaried 
positions: Executive Director, New York City Sikh Community Advocate and Operations Manager. 
The Coalition will search for candidates who are capable and passionate about creating a professional, 
permanent, institutionalized voice for Sikhs in the United States and beyond. 

For information about these positions, visit on the web at http://www.sikhcoalition.org/jobs.asp  

Appendix I – Selected Educational Training Sessions 

In 2004 the Coalition and its volunteers conducted several dozens of presentations and training 
sessions with schools, universities, law enforcement and government officials.  Below is a selection of 
these trainings.  Visit www.sikhcoalition.org for resources to help in conducting educational sessions.   

Private Institutions and Organizations 

• National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum, New York Chapter (June, 2005) -   
Co-sponsored panel on racial profiling since 9/11, with a particular interest in the impact of 
racial profiling on Arab, Muslim and Sikh communities and families. 

• Sanctuary for Families (April, 2005) - Legal Director participated on panel titled “Domestic 
Violence, Immigration and the Faith-based Community”. Was part of the second annual 
community dialogue between government, domestic violence advocates and the faith 
community. New York City Councilman John Liu, state court judges, representatives from the 
Mayor’s office and representatives of the Sikh, Muslim and Hindu faiths participated in the 
forum. 
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Government 

• Department of Transportation Seattle, Washington (March, 2005) -  80 employees of 
Department of Transportation participated in an education seminar on Sikhism. They were 
introduced to the general principles and beliefs of Sikhism and the Sikh identity. This was 
followed by a tour of the Gurudwara Singh Sabha of Washington where the participants took 
part in a special bilingual prayer service and asked questions about the importance of Sikh 
articles of faith.  

• The Monmouth County Police Academy (December, 2004)- Trained over one hundred bias 
crime detectives from throughout New Jersey on Sikh practices and hate crimes against Sikhs. 

• San Jose Police Department (December, 2004) -  Coalition helped the Dept create a video 
which is covering various issues, including basic Sikh teachings, Sikh history, significance of the 
5 K’s, effects of post-9/11 backlash on Sikh community, and human rights. The Coalition’s 
representative discussed hate crimes against Sikhs, the prosecution of Sikhs for carrying their 
kirpan, and cultural tips in interacting with Sikhs from Punjab. 

• Albany Police Departments (November, 2004) - In co-ordination with the Justice 
Department’s Community Relations Service, the Coalition conducted three separate training 
sessions for police departments in the Albany, New York region. The training sessions, 
presented law enforcement officers with common Sikh practices and guidelines on engaging 
with Sikhs in their law enforcement capacity.  

• Bureau on Citizenship and Immigration Services (formerly INS) (Feburary, 2004) -  
Trained BCIS frontline employees on Sikhs and Sikhism in multi hour training session. 
Provided BCIS employees with information on Sikh beliefs and common practices in order to 
facilitate their interaction with Sikh immigrants.  

Schools and Universities 

• Seattle University, World Religion Series (March, 2005) - Coalition participated and 
presented in the World Religion series on essential teachings and practices of Sikhi. These 
programs intended to promote understanding, respect and good will amongst faith traditions. 
The presentation focused on the origin and history of Sikhism; beliefs and teachings; and 
values and ethics. 

• Columbia University (February 2004) -  The Coalition's legal director lead a conference 
seminar discussion on Sikh civil rights concerns at Columbia University. The conference, 
"Defending Immigrant Rights: Civil Liberties during Wartime and Beyond," was organized by a 
collection of student organizations to discuss the status of immigrant and minority rights 
concerns in the aftermath of September 11, 2001. 

• University of Washington (January, 2005) - Presentation on the experience of the Sikh 
community after 9/11 for a humanities class , "Religious Fundamentalisms, Politics, and Media 
in America", to approximately 100 college freshman students. Included a brief lesson on 
Sikhism, philosophy, hate crimes against the Sikh community and the speaker's own 
experiences in dealing with intolerance and discrimination. 

• City University of New York Law School  (April, 2004) -   Sikh Coalition's legal director 
spoke about hate crimes and other forms of bias against Sikhs. The focus of the Coalition's 
presentation was on how well law enforcement responded to addressing bias-motivated 
violence against Sikh, Arabs, Muslims and South Asians after September 11, 2001.  

• Grace Church School (January, 2005) Participated in an interfaith panel discussing religious 
privilege and its implications for members of non-Christian faiths in a Christian society. The 
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discussion was part of a larger effort by the school to incorporate discussion of Sikhism during 
a weekly religion class its students attend.  

• Kent School District (Oct-Dec, 2004) -  Conducted over half a dozen trainings on Sikhs and 
Sikhism to the staff, administration and the students. Focus was mostly on the experiences of 
Sikh children in district schools, basic Sikh beliefs and questions related to cultural heritage. 
The key presentations were to the entire leadership team of the district, which included all the 
school Principals, Vice Principals and the Superintendent's office, the Security Administration, 
Transportation Services personnel and the Diversity Task Force. 

  

Appendix II -  Selected Media Coverage 

In 2004, hundreds of news stories covered the work of the Sikh Coalition.  Below is a selection of 
those stories.  Visit www.sikhcoalition.org to watch the videos and television coverage and to read 
many of the actual stories.  

Radio, Television and Film 

• “Dastaar” - Documentary on problems facing Sikh Americans-Kevin Lee 
• Radio story on the work of the Sikh Coalition-BBC Radio Broadcast 
• “Sikh Protestors say NYPD under-reporting Hate Crimes”, WABC 
• “Teen Says Club Ousted Him For Wearing Turban; Sikh Coalition Tries To Resolve Issue”, 

WDIV 
• Kevin Harrington (Sat Hari Singh) Case Against the MTA - CNN  
• Rajinder Singh case- WB News  
• Rajinder Singh case- Fox News   
• Rajinder Singh case- New York One   

Print Media 

• “He Won Battle For Turban”, Tribune News Service, December 15, 2004 
• “In the Subway, Bias misstep turns into cultural lesson”, Newsday, November 4, 2004.  
• “Sikh trucker accuses Oregon police of abuse”, The Appeal-Democrat, October, 4, 2004  
• “End Of The Line? Kevin Harrington At The Helm Of The 4 Train”, Irish Echo, August 12, 

2004 
• “Educate Yourself and Others”, Co-Op America Quarterly, August 4, 2004 
• “Hate Crimes Against Indians”, Little India, August 4, 2004 
• “Civil Rights Rollback; The spread of racial profiling since 9-11”, The Village Voice, August 3, 

2004 
• “NYPD  to allow cops with turbans”, The Statesman (India), July 30, 2004 
• “NY Police Lift Turban Ban for Sikh Traffic Cop”, Reuters, July 29, 2004 
• “Four arrested in beating Sikh in Richmond Hill”, Times Ledger, July 29, 2004.  
• “NYPD will reinstate Sikhs”, Newsday, July 29, 2004 
• “Two Sikhs Win Back Jobs Lost by Wearing Turbans”,  The New York Times, July 29, 2004  
• “OK Turbans for Sikh Traffic Agents”, Daily News (New York), July 29, 2004  
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• “Sikhs in New York Police dept to be allowed turban, beard”, The Press Trust of India, July 
29, 2004 

• “Grandmother rallies for peace, justice”, Newsday, July 25, 2004 
• “Sikh teen banned from club due to turban”, Big News Network, July 24, 2004  
• “Sikh teen banned from club due to turban”, United Press International, July 23, 2004  
• “Ouster for wearing turban angers teen; Pontiac club told him it has ban on hats”, Detroit Free 

Press, July 23, 2004 
• “Boro Hall protesters decry Richmond Hill Sikh assault”, Flushing Times, July 22, 2004 
• “Boro Hill Protestors decry Richmond Hill Sikh assault”, Fresh Meandows Times, July 22, 

2004. 
• “Bias Attack Protest: Rally Condemns Gang's Savage Beating of Sikh”, New York Daily News, 

July 16, 2004 
• “American Sikhs Shocked by "Inflammatory" AP Article”, The NewStandard, July 16, 2004 
• “Sikhs Speak Out On Handling Of Bias Case”, Queens Tribune, July 15, 2004. 
• “Sikhs rally in Queens to Protect Police Handling of Bias Attack”, Community Gazette, July 

13, 2004. 
• “TA Edict Spurs Turban Tussle”, Daily News, June 24, 2004. 
• “Transit Rules? Scratch Head, Covered or Not”, June 8, 2004. 
• “Turbans aren’t unsafe”, Newsday, June 8, 2004 
• “Sikh begins work at subway yard”, Newsday, June 8, 2004. 
• “Wants Old Job Back; Sikh Fights MTA in Row over Turban”, Newsday, June 7, 2004.  
• “Subway Driver Transferred over Turban”, United Press International, June 7, 2004. 
• “Sikh TA Driver Reassigned”, Newsday, June 7, 2004.  
• “MTA Reassigns Veteran Subway Motorman For Wearing A Turban”, New York One, June 7, 

2004 
• “TA Derails Worker Over Turban”, Daily News, June 7, 2004. 
• “State Lawyer to Aid Sikh Suing Police in Bias Case”, The New York Times, June 5, 2004 
• “Sikh Cabbies Rally”, Daily News, May 26, 2004 
• “Sikh Drivers protest Anti-Turban Policy”, Tolerance Weekly News, May 26, 2004. 
• “Long Hair, Deep Faith And Bigotry”,  The New York Times, April 11, 2004 
• “Lies that Shook a Community”, Star Ledger, March 16, 2004 
• “A Cultural Torment ; False Report Underscores Pressures on Young Sikhs”, The Record, 

March 14, 2004 
• “Army rules deter Sikhs from joining”, Sacramento Bee, February 27, 2004 
• “Members of U.S. Congress write to French Government to Express Concern About Ban on 

Articles of Faith; Coalition sends team of Eight to Congress to Rally Congressional Support for 
Letter”, PR Newswire, February 9, 2004 

• “Teaching focus of Sikhs' forum ; Education of public, youths about religion is goal of 
Coalition”, San Antonio Express-News (Texas), January 24, 2004.  

 


