WERE YOU THE VICTIM OF A HATE CRIME?
WHAT IS A HATE CRIME?

There are many different definitions under state and federal laws. Generally,
a hate crime is a crime (e.g., assault, vandalism) committed because of bias
against the victim’s race, religion, ethnicity, or national origin. If you believe
someone committed a crime against you or your property because you are
Sikh, South Asian, Punjabi or Indian, it may be a hate crime.

EXAMPLES OF POSSIBLE HATE CRIMES:

e A Sikh turban, beard, or dupatta/chunni (Punjabi scarf)
s targeted and ripped off during an assault.

e A Sikh is attacked and called “ISIS,” “Bin Laden,” or
“terrorist.”
e A Sikh gurdwara is vandalized with racial slurs.

IF YOU THINK YOU WERE THE VICTIM OF A HATE CRIME:

Call 911 and report the incident to the local police and/or the
‘g‘“ FBI immediately.

(Please share as many details as possible about who, what, when, why, and where
the crime took place. Make sure to mention any racial slurs used against you and
why you think you were attacked.)

n If necessary, seek medical attention immediately.

Report the crime to the Sikh Coalition’s legal team at

or call us at
(If possible, please contact the Sikh Coalition before speaking to the media.
Releasing certain information publicly could be harmful to a criminal case.)

The Sikh Coalition is available as a free legal resource to
advise you of your rights, navigate the criminal justice system, THE

raise awareness about Sikhs in the media, and push for hate
crime investigations/prosecutions where appropriate.
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www.sikhcoalition.org/legalhelp
212-655-3095
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