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The family of the late Satwant Singh Kaleka from Greenfield, Wisconsin would like to submit the 
following statement for the record in support of the U.S. Senate hearing on hate crimes and the threat 
of domestic extremism.  

My name is Amardeep Singh Kaleka and I’m thirty-four years old.  I have one sibling - Pardeep, who 
also submitted a statement to this subcommittee and contributed heavily to this statement.  My mother, 
Satpal, was naturalized as a citizen while I was still in high school.  All four of us in our family - my 
father included - were and are US citizens.  We were all naturalized and made a choice to enter this 
country. My mother and father each had nine siblings and most them and their families are also citizens 
of this country, including my cousin Kanwardeep - who also submitted a statement and contributed his 
words to this one.  My father and mother also informally adopted a daughter - Ritu Sharma and she in 
turn married Darian Rodriguez Heyman - who also lent their words to this statement.  

On the morning of August 5th, 2012, a coward drove his car to the temple grounds in Oak Creek.  After 
waiting in the parking lot for many moments, he opened his car door and walked towards two musician 
priests who happened to be brothers (Ranjit Singh and Sita Singh).  Interested in greeting the stranger, 
they turned and walked to him.  Instead of extending his hand in friendship, he pulled out a nine 
millimeter gun and opened fire.  Both brothers hit the ground and later bled out.  Cars in the parking lot 
fled the scene and immediately started to call police and 9-1-1.

The coward then walked through the temple imprudently opening fire on women, children, elderly, and 
anybody else he came in contact with.  My father was one of the six people he killed that day.  My 
father attempted to wrestle and fight with the intruder and was shot five times in random spots all over 
his body.  In the area where they fought, bullet holes riddled the ceiling and walls in sporadic lines of 
fire.  Blood splattered all over the walls and ground for nearly 14 feet indicating quite a battle, one that, 
ultimately, left my father bleeding to death on the ground. 

After this battle - the gunman left the temple and opened fire on responding police officers - critically 
injuring Lt. Murphy.  Moments to follow, Officer Sam Lenda, arrived on the scene and put a rifle round 
into the gunman.  Immediately stunned, the coward, who will go unnamed here, took his own life.  
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This account by all means sounds much like a kamikaze attack or a jihadi radical terrorist in an act of 
war.  Instead, what the United States government mundanely calls it is a “hate crime”.  A hate crime is 
when somebody throws a brick through your window or pops your tire.  This was many levels beyond 
that, much more akin to terrorism.  We, as a society, must not become desensitized to this level of 
violence - it is a tragedy and a problem at the highest levels of civics in this country, which in this case, 
includes your subcommittee. 

We use the term coward not just because he went into a place of worship and took the lives of six 
unarmed people and not simply because he took his own life rather than facing the consequences of 
his actions. He was a coward because he didn’t have the courage and ability to live in these ever 
changing complex and diverse times.  His xenophobia and simplified view of this planet were far too 
weak for him to gain success in this country.  Instead, he aimed to gain infamy, and in turn gain success 
by making himself a martyr to a radical and extremist cause. 

Since he took his own life, he will not stand trial for what he did and for the damage, carnage, and 
bloodshed he caused.  We as a society must not shy away from the issues at hand because there is no 
trial to bring him to justice.  Thus, we as a family and community request that a hearing be held in 
the highest of courts and legislative bodies - not to gain justice for one person’s crime, but 
because the disease and criminal intent that drove him to these actions still persists and finds 
homes inside the walls of this once so great union and nation.  The goals of this highest court 
would be to quickly and succinctly bring to light the causes, reasons, and solutions moving forward to 
rectify and provide justice - not just for my family, or the Sikh community at large, or for Wisconsin, but 
rather for every race, group, creed, or unique person who faces this type of bigotry.  

We would like to think of this as an isolated incident and that the rest of the communities across this 
country can sleep with the peace of mind to know that they are safe. However, we are all aware of the 
current trend - from Virginia Tech to Oakland to Colorado to Wisconsin.  This coward—the man who 
killed my father and others in my congregation—represents a larger, growing population that is ready to 
reek havoc on fellow Americans because of their heritage and ideology.  According to expert opinions, 
domestic terrorism has been and is just as big of a threat (if not more) to our national security as 
international terrorists (including Islamic extremists). According to the FBI, between 1980 and 2000, 250 
of the 335 total terrorist attacks (75%) were committed by U.S. citizens. And since 9/11 - 2001, there 
have been 10 deadly attacks in the United States by nonjihadist extremists compared to just four by 
jihadists. Additionally, the New America Foundation found that no jihadist terrorists have acquired or 
even attempted to acquire chemical and biological weapons since 9/11, while 11 anarchist, white 
supremacist or right-wing extremists have been indicted for possessing such materials, and another 
four were indicted for attempting to produce them. The data is overwhelming - yet the government’s 
response is not.  

In addition, we now know that these groups recruit and foster psychopathic relationships with military 
veterans who have been currently trained to dominate, open fire, and execute islamic terrorist threats.  
This makes perfect sense given the situation at hand.  Uncle Sam and the taxpayers pay for these 
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soldiers to get trained, and then these extremist groups recruit them and foster dissent.  This was 
exactly the case with the coward who opened fire in the temple. 

Having this said, there are several items of interest to our family and community that we would love to 
have addressed:

1. Tracking Hate Crimes Against Sikhs. 
 Although hate crimes and murders against Sikhs have been taking place for decades, currently 
 it’s impossible to know the depth of this problem or to analyze trends because the FBI does not 
 track the number of Sikhs attacked or killed based on xenophobia.  This is the most mundane of 
 suggestions - but would seem prudent given the implications.

2. Bring Up a Private Bill on Immigration.
 In an effort to provide immediate support and peace for the families of the victims, visas were 
 expedited after the shooting to enable family members to enter the country, mainly from India.  
 We encourage Congress to consider approving a bill to grant green cards to all the visiting 
 family members, enabling them to stay permanently if desired and provide ongoing support 
 to their families and loved ones who have had to deal with a heavy loss. 
 
 In short, hate groups attempt to kill immigrants because they want them out of “their” country.  
 As a deterrent to these groups - our Sikh community should be made an example. If you destroy 
 a person’s right to citizenship in this country - their family will be granted green card status 
 if they so choose.  Believe it or not, this would get to the crux of the issue in a very short time 
 and help put down the threat.  A simple restitution would save many innocent lives in the 
 future.  This would be especially important since most every American is an immigrant to this 
 country. 

3. Reallocate Funds and Attention to Domestic Terrorism. 
 We need to realize that tragedies like the Sikh Temple of Wisconsin shooting and the mosque 
 burning the night following in Joplin, Missouri will continue to happen if we keep ignoring the fact 
 that domestic terrorism is a significant and growing threat to our safety, and our freedom as 
 Americans.  According to the FBI, 75% of terrorist attacks in America are conducted by U.S. 
 citizens (see http://on.cfr.org/Qj4eio) and between 2007 and 2009 alone, the number of armed 
 militant groups in the country more than doubled.  Yet it is appallingly, Congress has not only 
 failed to increase its efforts to monitor this threat, but slashed them by 80%, leaving only  one 
 staffer behind in Homeland Security’s domestic terrorism group.

America has documented 49 international terrorist organizations, yet not a single domestic 
terrorism group is on an official watch list in this category.  We know there are at least 1,018 
domestic hate groups, many of which promote and explicitly call for violence against those of a 
different skin color, religion, or ideology.  How long can we keep our heads in the sand, and how  
long must we sit idly by as more innocent people are killed within our own borders?  Please 
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refund Homeland Security’s domestic terrorism group and do whatever it takes to prioritize this 
important area of investigation and attention.

4. Reclassify Militant Hate Groups as Terrorist Groups.  
 Based on the recent “Innocence of Muslims” video that spawned deadly attacks on high-level 
 American diplomats in Libya and riots throughout the Middle East, it’s clear that hateful 
 language, especially present in media (songs, videos, radio, etc.) does not disappear into an 
 empty vacuum.  And while we must be ever mindful of our patriotic duties to fulfill the promise of 
 free speech and assembly that this country is founded upon, we simply cannot tolerate those 
 groups who cross the line from free speech to hate mongering and explicitly call for, promote, or 
 incite violence.  According to Homeland Security’s former head of domestic terrorism, Daryl 
 Johnson, there were over 180 such groups as of 2009 and they’re quickly on the rise.  The 
 coward who murdered my father and five others, was an active member of such groups and 
 even performed at music festivals, where he spewed hatred and promoted violence, followed by 
 his own brutal  killing of six people.
 
 If a citizen were to stand up in a theater and yell “fire” they must be held accountable for inciting 
 panic.  Yet, when people pick up a microphone or publish hate speech and incite violence 
 against others, they are not. 

5. Pass legislation to create a Sikh Heritage Day on the Vaisakhi Holiday
 Again - a very simple solution that goes a long way towards the civil rights and safety of the Sikh 
 faith - the 5th largest religion in the world.  This new Sikh Heritage Day would provide a broader 
 cultural dialogue introducing many to one of the most unique and mystifying religions.  This 
 broadening of American minds would help protect many other small and diverse groups.    

With this “hate crime” and domestic terrorism trend ever increasing in America many innocent lives are 
being lost because the United States Government chooses not to stand up.  This is your time - this is 
your just action - this is your vocation that you have been chosen for.  It is in this moment that we must 
come together and acknowledge that which is wrong in our union and rectify the situation so that we 
can define a better America.  We - the citizenry and the life blood of this nation - implore you to commit 
to hearings in the highest of legislative halls and those in the highest of courts.  We will stand with you 
in this case and present our testimonies in any situation.  

Sincerely yours,

Amardeep Kaleka
Son of Satwant Singh Kaleka
Founding Member of the Sikh Temple of Wisconsin 
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