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The family of Punjab Singh hereby submits a statement for record in support of the U.S. 

Senate hearing on the hate crimes and threat of domestic extremism.  My name is Raghuvinder 

Singh and I am the eldest son of Punjab Singh.  My father was critically wounded by Wade 

Michael Page, a man affiliated with neo-Nazi groups at the Sikh gurdwara (house of worship) in 

Oak Creek, Wisconsin on April 5, 2012. He was one of eight members of our community who 

were shot by Page. Six were killed.  My father, while surviving gunshot wounds, remains in 

critical condition. Our family submits this written testimony to urge the U.S. Senate to take 

immediate action to prevent the suffering our family has endured in the past few weeks. 

My father knew that he would spend his life in service from a very young age.  Inspired 

in his childhood by our family’s history as religious teachers, my father spent his life serving the 

poor and underserved and teaching the values of the Sikh faith.   

At the age of eighteen, my father joined the Army to serve his country.  After retiring in 

1981, he began his travels throughout India and North America to teach the values of our 

religion to rural Sikh communities.  Along the way, he helped people in need achieve their 

dreams to educate their children.  He even paidadmission fees and bought school uniforms for 

children whose families could not afford to send them to school..  We were all very proud of 

him.  My father taught me how to serve my community.   



For the last five years, I have asked my father to return home to Delhi so that my children 

could also learn from him and acquire the knowledge that so many throughout the world have 

had the privilege to receive.  However, my father always felt that his role was in the world, and 

not just in the home.   

Today, one and a half months after the massacre, my father remains in the hospita.  My 

brother Jaspreet and I have stayed by his hospital bed around the clock since we arrived.  Every 

day, my mother prays over him reciting God’s Name, “Waheguru.”  My brother Jaspreet just had 

his first child, a baby girl, on September 15, 2012.  Jaspreet could not be with his wife in India 

when she gave birth, but we have all seen her on video.  I pray that my father will get back soon 

to meet his new grandchild.  I pray that he will recover so that he can teach again.  I have so 

much that I still need to learn from him.  

I feel deep empathy for all of the victim families of the shootings.  I pray for the families 

and for the health of my father.  We hope that the U.S. government will help the families as they 

pick up the pieces of their lives.  Many have lost not only their their loved ones but the main 

breadwinners in their families.  They are going to require a lot of support, and we hope that they 

will be able to receive it. 

 We hope that no other family in this country has to ever suffer the costs of hate violence.  

We appeal to you to protect our communities from hate crimes by investigating domestic hate 

groups and bringing them to justice.  The government must also track hate crimes against Sikhs. 

It is unconceivable that the attack on my father will not count on a federal form as an anti-Sikh 

hate crime.   One persons’ hate has taken away so much from the families of Oak Creek, WI. We 

hope you will take action to prevent another tragedy like this from happening again. 

 Thank you for accepting our testimony.   


