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 The family of Ranjit Singh hereby submits a statement for the record in support of the U.S. 

Senate hearing on hate crimes and the threat of domestic extremism.  My name is Jaspreet Kaur and I am 

the daughter of Ranjit Singh.  My father was gunned down by Wade Michael Page, a man affiliated with 

neo-Nazi groups, at the Sikh gurdwara in Oak Creek, Wisconsin on April 5, 2012.  He was one of 6 

members of our community who were killed.  Our family submits this written testimony to urge the U.S. 

Senate to take immediate action and prevent any family from suffering the trauma our family has endured 

in the past few weeks.  

 My mother Lokinder Kaur, my older sister Jasveer Kaur, and younger brother Gurvinder Singh 

have not seen our father for 16 years.  He moved to America, to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, when I was only 

four years-old to do volunteer work as a granthi, a religious priest.  His plan was to work hard and try to 

bring the rest of his family to the U.S. as quickly as he could. However, this process was much harder and 

took much longer than we all expected.  My father worked tirelessly at a gas station and would send us 

money back home.  He called us every day and spoke to all of us on the telephone for hours.  We would 

share the daily details of our lives over the phone, praying and hoping for the day we could all be together 

again.  My father had a good nature, he was such a kind man.  We miss him every day.  When we heard 

he was killed, we could not register the shock and horror.   My family and I flew to America for the first 

time to attend his funeral.  We had never been to America before and we never imagined going there 
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without him.  Now we are trying to adjust to life in Oak Creek, Wisconsin without him, but his memory is 

everywhere with us.  My sister and I are both pregnant. My younger brother started 9
th
 grade at Oak 

Creek Community High School.  We hope to carry on our father’s legacy and love for this community.   

 However, it makes us very sad to know that our father will never know his grandchildren and see 

his son grow up.  This is unfair.  It breaks our heart.  We simply do not understand how a man could hate 

us so much and just come into our house of worship and kill my father, a devoted and religious man, who 

volunteered his whole life and was so deeply respected by our community. We do not understand how he 

was not stopped before destroying our lives forever. We heard that organizations knew he was a 

dangerous man long before he walked into our gurdwara on August 5, 2012. 

 It is our humble request that no child grow up without his father because he was a victim of hate 

violence that could have been prevented.  We implore you to investigate hate groups and bring victims to 

justice by clamping down on domestic extremists in the United States who hurt others because of their 

race or ethnicity or religion.  And please start tracking hate crimes against Sikhs.  We were surprised, as 

new Americans, to learn that the government will not mark my father’s death as a hate crime on its 

records  – how can this be? 

 Thank you for considering our testimony. 

  


