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 The family of Sita Singh would like to submit the following statement for the record in support of 

the U.S. Senate hearing on hate crimes and the threat of domestic extremism.  My name is Harmeet Singh 

and I am 19 years-old.  I have three siblings.  My sister Sarabjeet is 20 years-old, my sister Kamaljeet is 

11 years-old and my brother Jasbir Singh is 8 years-old.  My mother’s name is Surinder Kaur.  My 

siblings and I cling to each other in dealing with something none of us should ever have to do deal with - 

the murder of their father for practicing his religion.  Our father, my mother’s husband, Sita Singh, was 

killed on August 5, 2012 by a man who targeted him because of his Sikh identity.  The hate-driven 

actions of this man have forever stripped my brother and sisters and me of our father.  We will never get 

him back.  We will never talk to him again.  We do not know what any of us did to deserve this. 

 My father moved to America in 1993.  My mother and siblings and I came to America to attend 

my beloved father’s funeral.  My father was a hard-working and passionate man.  He was dedicated about 

any task he put his mind to.  This is the type of dedication and willpower he hoped to instill in his 

children. He was a man of many talents.  He enjoyed gardening and used that time to be reflective – he 

was a religious priest, a granthi, and he prayed for his children to be well educated and succeed in this 

country.  He would visit us often in India and we spoke to him every day on the telephone.  He said he 

could not bear being alone in America without us and worked hard to try to get us to move there and be 

with them.  He was only 41 years-old when he died and our family misses him dearly. 



 Each day, as we create a routine in Oak Creek, Wisconsin, we try to remember the lessons of my 

father.  He was driven and did everything he could to make his family happy and proud and wanted to 

take care of us more than anything in the world.   

 In my father’s memory, I respectfully request our lawmakers use this important platform to 

provide him and other victims with justice.  We hope that the lawmakers in this country will do 

everything in their power to make my father’s death count as a statistic on government forms.  We hope 

that the government recognizes this was an act of hate and that anyone else who belongs to such radical 

hate groups may be a danger to our society.  We hope that lawmakers push to stop profiling and to stop 

targeting our communities because that makes it seem like we are the bad guys, when we are not.  It 

makes it okay for others to target us too.  It creates an environment where men, like the gunman who 

killed my father, is able to walk into a place of worship, full of innocent people, and forever shatter lives. 

 We thank you for having this hearing and for working to make a change.  On behalf of Sita 

Singh’s family, I hope that there will be a safer future for my brother and sisters and mother, and all of 

our fellow Americans.   

 


