
Social Studies Standards 
Including Sikhism in existing state and local standards 

 
Both the Wisconsin state and Elmbrook ISD History and Geography standards from K-12 have been 
reviewed.  Below are the areas in both sets of standards where it would be most appropriate for a 
lesson on Sikhism to be included. 
 
Wisconsin Social Studies Standards where Sikhism can be incorporated 
Below are specific references to how these particular standards can be taught in the classroom.  These 
references cite to other documents that have been created specifically for educators in both New Jersey 
and Texas, where Sikhism has been included in the state social studies standards.  

1. Grades K – 4 
a. Political Science and Citizenship 

i. C.4.1 Identify and explain the individual's responsibilities to family, peers, and 
the community, including the need for civility and respect for diversity. 

b. Behavioral Sciences 
i. E.4.3 Describe how families are alike and different, comparing characteristics 

such as size, hobbies, celebrations, where families live, and how they make a 
living.  **When discussing various celebrations of different families, the Sikh 
auspicious day of Vaisakhi can be mentioned.  Please refer to the document 
titled, “Sikhism TEKS” under the heading “What is Vaisakhi?” 

ii. E.4.4 Describe the ways in which ethnic cultures influence the daily lives of 
people 

iii. E.4.10 Give examples and explain how the media may influence opinions, 
choices, and decisions.  **Please refer to the document titled, “New Jersey 
Classroom Application Documents” under #6: 21st Century citizens make 
informed and reasoned decisions by: critically analyzing media in order to assess 
different viewpoints and to detect bias, opinion, and stereotypes. 

iv. E.4.14 Describe how differences in cultures may lead to understanding or 
misunderstanding among people.  **Please refer to the document titled, “New 
Jersey Classroom Application Documents” under #4: Analyze the reasons for 
terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had on individuals and government 
policies, and assess how the United States and other nations have acted to 
prevent terrorism. 

2. Grades 5 – 8 
a. Behavioral Sciences 

i. E.8.7 Identify and explain examples of bias, prejudice, and stereotyping, and 
how they contribute to conflict in a society.  **Please refer to the document 
titled, “New Jersey Classroom Application Documents” under #4: Analyze the 
reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had on individuals and 
government policies, and assess how the United States and other nations have 
acted to prevent terrorism and #5: Identify actions that are unfair or 
discriminatory, such as bullying, and discuss solutions that address this problem. 

ii. E.8.8 Give examples to show how the media may influence the behavior and 
decision-making of individuals and groups.  **Please refer to the document 
titled, “New Jersey Classroom Application Documents” under #6: 21st Century 



citizens make informed and reasoned decisions by: critically analyzing media in 
order to assess different viewpoints and to detect bias, opinion, and stereotypes. 

3. Grades 9 – 12 
a. History 

i. B.12.14 Explain the origins, central ideas, and global influence of religions, such 
as Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, and Christianity.  ** Please refer to the 
document titled, “Sikhism TEKS” under the heading “What are the historical 
origins and central ideas of Sikhism?” 

Elmbrook Social Studies Standards where Sikhism can be incorporated 
Below are a few references to how this standard can be taught in the classroom.  This reference cites to 
other documents that have been created specifically for educators in New Jersey, where Sikhism has 
been included in the state social studies standards.  
 

1. Current Issues Pacing Guide – Unit 1: Domestic Security.  There is a section in this unit where 
students are to learn about Islamophobia examples.  At this time, it would be appropriate for 
students to also learn about the backlash that Sikh Americans have experienced, especially 
post 9/11.  **Please refer to the document titled, “New Jersey Classroom Application 
Documents” under #4: Analyze the reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has 
had on individuals and government policies, and assess how the United States and other 
nations have acted to prevent terrorism.  The film, Dastaar, can also be shown the students, 
which is a 12 minute documentary that presents the struggle of the Sikh American community 
against discrimination and violence caused by ignorance of an essential Sikh article of faith -- 
the dastaar , or turban.  This film can be found here - http://blip.tv/warrior-saints/dastaar-
defending-sikh-identity-20496. 
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