
Social Studies Standards 
Including Sikhism in existing state and local standards 

 
The Wisconsin state History and Geography standards from K-12 have been reviewed as has the Oak 
Creek ISD’s Social Studies standards.   Below are the areas in both sets of standards where it would be 
most appropriate for a lesson on Sikhism to be included. 
 
Wisconsin Social Studies Standards where Sikhism can be incorporated 
Below are specific references to how these particular standards can be taught in the classroom.  These 
references cite to other documents that have been created specifically for educators in both New Jersey 
and Texas, where Sikhism has been included in the state social studies standards.  

1. Grades K – 4 
a. Political Science and Citizenship 

i. C.4.1 Identify and explain the individual's responsibilities to family, peers, and 
the community, including the need for civility and respect for diversity. 

b. Behavioral Sciences 
i. E.4.3 Describe how families are alike and different, comparing characteristics 

such as size, hobbies, celebrations, where families live, and how they make a 
living.  **When discussing various celebrations of different families, the Sikh 
auspicious day of Vaisakhi can be mentioned.  Please refer to the document 
titled, “Sikhism TEKS” under the heading “What is Vaisakhi?” 

ii. E.4.4 Describe the ways in which ethnic cultures influence the daily lives of 
people 

iii. E.4.10 Give examples and explain how the media may influence opinions, 
choices, and decisions.  **Please refer to the document titled, “New Jersey 
Classroom Application Documents” under #6: 21st Century citizens make 
informed and reasoned decisions by: critically analyzing media in order to assess 
different viewpoints and to detect bias, opinion, and stereotypes. 

iv. E.4.14 Describe how differences in cultures may lead to understanding or 
misunderstanding among people.  **Please refer to the document titled, “New 
Jersey Classroom Application Documents” under #4: Analyze the reasons for 
terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had on individuals and government 
policies, and assess how the United States and other nations have acted to 
prevent terrorism. 

2. Grades 5 – 8 
a. Behavioral Sciences 

i. E.8.7 Identify and explain examples of bias, prejudice, and stereotyping, and 
how they contribute to conflict in a society.  **Please refer to the document 
titled, “New Jersey Classroom Application Documents” under #4: Analyze the 
reasons for terrorism and the impact that terrorism has had on individuals and 
government policies, and assess how the United States and other nations have 
acted to prevent terrorism and #5: Identify actions that are unfair or 
discriminatory, such as bullying, and discuss solutions that address this problem. 

ii. E.8.8 Give examples to show how the media may influence the behavior and 
decision-making of individuals and groups.  **Please refer to the document 
titled, “New Jersey Classroom Application Documents” under #6: 21st Century 



citizens make informed and reasoned decisions by: critically analyzing media in 
order to assess different viewpoints and to detect bias, opinion, and stereotypes. 

3. Grades 9 – 12 
a. History 

i. B.12.14 Explain the origins, central ideas, and global influence of religions, such 
as Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, and Christianity.  ** Please refer to the 
document titled, “Sikhism TEKS” under the heading “What are the historical 
origins and central ideas of Sikhism?” 

Oak Creek Social Studies Standards where Sikhism can be incorporated 
Below are a few references to how these standards can be taught in the classroom.  This reference cites 
to other documents that have been created specifically for educators in New Jersey and Texas, where 
Sikhism has been included in the state social studies standards.  
 

1. 1st Social Studies  
a. Unit: Cultures and Diversity; Topic: Celebrations and Traditions – “Children will have a 

better understanding of multicultural differences and celebrations – Christmas, Kwanza, 
Ramadon, and Hanakah.”  **When discussing various celebrations of different families, 
the Sikh auspicious day of Vaisakhi can be mentioned.  Please refer to the document 
titled, “Sikhism TEKS” under the heading “What is Vaisakhi?” 

2. 2nd Social Studies 
a. Unit: Similarities and Differences –“In this unit, students will learn about and accept how 

they are the same and different from their classmates in terms of their own cultures and 
the cultures of other countries.”  **When discussing various cultural and religious 
celebrations and traditions for different classmates, the Sikh auspicious day of Vaisakhi 
can be mentioned.  Please refer to the document titled, “Sikhism TEKS” under the 
heading “What is Vaisakhi?”   

3. 7th Social Studies 
a. Unit: History and Culture of South Asia ** When teaching this unit, the culture and 

religions of South Asians will certainly be mentioned.  When discussing Sikhism, please 
refer to the document titled, “Sikhism TEKS” under the heading “What are the historical 
origins and central ideas of Sikhism?” 

4. World History Course 
a. Unit: World Religions – “The major Western and Eastern World religions are discussed in 

more detail. These include Judaism, Christianity, and Islam from the Western 
hemisphere and Hinduism, Buddhism, and Taoism from the Eastern hemisphere, as well 
as the Chinese philosophy of Confucianism.  A comparison of some of the religious 
similarities and differences is integrated throughout the unit.”  ** Please refer to the 

document titled, “New Jersey Classroom Application Documents” under #1 "Compare 
and contrast the tenets of various world religions (e.g., Buddhism, Christianity, 
Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism and Toaism), their patterns of expansion and 
response to the current challenges of globalization." as well as the document titled 
“Sikhism TEKS” under the heading “What are the historical origins and central ideas of 
Sikhism?” 

 

 


