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The family of Suveg Singh hereby submits a statement for record in support of the U.S. 

Senate hearing on the hate crimes and threat of domestic extremism.  My name is Baljinder 

Singh Khattra, and I am the son of Suveg Singh.  My father was killed at the age of eighty-four 

by Wade Michael Page, a man affiliated with neo-Nazi groups at the Sikh gurdwara in Oak 

Creek, Wisconsin on April 5, 2012. He was one of six members of our community murdered by 

Page. I submit this written testimony to urge the U.S. Senate to take immediate action to prevent 

the suffering our family has endured in the past few weeks. 

My father loved living in the United States.  He immigrated here in 2004 in his old ageto 

retire and spend time with his children and grandchildren.  As a father of five, he spent his entire 

life working hard on our family farm in Punjab, India to ensure that his children received an 

education and good opportunities.   

He enjoyed living in the U.S. and would often comment that everyone he met was so 

friendly..  Even though he did not know how to speak English very well, my father made friends 

wherever he went.  He waved hello to all our neighbors and spent hours with them, despite the 

language barriers. He loved spending time with people.  Each morning I dropped him off at the 

gurdwara (Sikh house of worship) and he stayed there for most of the day, meeting friends and 

helping out wherever needed.  He never missed a day at the gurdwara.   



On the day of the mass shooting, my father was shot in the back of the head.  My wife 

found him face down on the ground, his turban thrown to the side.  She cried out and reached out 

to touch him, but law enforcement escorted her swiftly out of the gurdwara.  My father died a 

violent death.  My daughter Sandeep laments that her grandfather deserved a peaceful death in 

his old age.  He did not deserve to die at the hands of a gunman. 

My family and I are not able to fathom how someone would want to hurt my father.  We 

ask ourselves how something like this could have happened.  Our community is hardworking and 

friendly.  Why did this happen to us?  We do not understand how Wade Michael Page was able 

to procure a gun, walk into our gurdwara and kill six people.  Why did no one stop him before 

he committed this atrocious crime?    

Our family hopes that no one has to experience the pain we havesuffered.  There should 

be laws to protect us.  We request that you investigate hate groups and crack down on domestic 

terrorists who target faith communities and communities of color.  We all have a right to live our 

lives in peace, without the fear of hate attacks.  We would also like to see the government track 

hate crimes against Sikhs.  The attack on my father was intentional and directed at the Sikh 

community and should be documented as such.  We hope that you will stand with us to prevent a 

tragedy like this from happening again.  

Thank you for accepting our testimony.   

 


