
YEAR       IN
REVIEW

2015



MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & BOARD CHAIR
Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh!

This work is hard and the challenges for success are infinite. Yet we end this year having pressured a major U.S. employer 
to stop discriminatory actions, tirelessly fought for the correct teaching of Sikh history in California schools, launched a 
national anti-bullying campaign with the White House and combated hate in a Chicago suburb. These are just a few of our 
many accomplishments in 2015. 

Where you choose to invest must always be informed by the results you see on this investment. As we enter our 15th 
anniversary as an organization in 2016, we remain dependent on your support to maintain our momentum. You are building 
an institution that is empowering change through our courtrooms, classrooms, Congress and the community. This past year, 
we added a media dimension to all of this work, which has dramatically amplified our voice and further driven results. 

Do we always get it right? Probably not, but we try our best. And our work speaks to our relentless pursuit for protecting your 
rights and making this world a better place for the next generation of Sikh and non-Sikh children.  

The Sikh Coalition is a tax-exempt and Better Business Bureau accredited nonprofit that requires your financial support. 
We hope you’re as proud of the groundbreaking work as we are, because our work continues only with your support and 
investment. 

As you review our accomplishments from this year and consider the exciting possibilities for success that can be achieved 
with your support, we hope that you find us an investment that’s worth growing. 

As always, we encourage all Sikhs to practice their faith fearlessly.  

Chardi Kala!

Sapreet Kaur, Executive Director   Narinder Singh, Board Chair  



 
 

200+
requests for 

 legal assistance

A SNAPSHOT

13,000+
Americans stood with 
Inderjit Singh Mukker

 27 
retired U.S. generals called to 
eliminate the presumptive ban 
on Sikhs serving in the military

6 million 
Californians reached dur-
ing Sikh Awareness Month

2 
Sikhs offered a 

prayer during the In-
terfaith Papal Service

The Sikh community needs to be aware of the 
excellent services that the Sikh Coalition offers.

-Shabd Singh Khalsa
“ ”

150 million 
Americans reached 

through media coverage

60
new trained Sikh lead-
ers through our various 

volunteer programs. 

9,500+
Sikhs petitioned to 

stop Sikh history from 
being rewritten in CA 



COMBATING HATE THROUGH POLICY & LEGAL WORK  
In March, after nearly four years of community advocacy led by the Sikh 
Coalition, the U.S. government officially put a system in place to track hate 
crimes motivated by anti-Sikh bias.

The Sikh Coalition first raised this issue in a letter to the U.S. Attorney General 
in 2011. Our demand was endorsed by over 130 U.S. Senators and members 
of Congress and echoed at a U.S. Senate hearing by Harpreet Singh Saini 
in the wake of the Oak Creek tragedy. In 2013, the U.S. Attorney General 
announced that the FBI would begin tracking hate crimes against Sikhs and 
other minority communities. Now that the FBI officially recognizes anti-Sikh 
hate crimes, the Sikh Coalition will continue to prioritize improvements to law 
enforcement training.

On September 8, 2015 Inderjit Singh Mukker was viciously beaten in a Chicago 
suburb after being called “terrorist.” Over the following week, the Sikh Coalition 
demanded that the authorities pursue hate crime charges. The communications 
team worked to ensure that every Chicago media outlet reported and publicized 
what had happened, and the policy and community development programs 
engaged the federal government and Sikh community alike. The result: hate 
crime charges were filed, and another legal system and community in America 
understood that hate crimes will not be tolerated against Sikhs. 



Just one week later, 
thousands had 

demanded justice, 
hundreds of thousands of 
Americans had learned 

about my case, and 
many of you stood by my 
side in solidarity at the 
press conference when I 
personally spoke about 

my case for the first time. 
This result could not 

have happened without 
the professional support 

of the Sikh Coalition.

“

-Inderjit Singh Mukker”



My brother spoke out 
and with the support of 
the Sikh Coalition, we 

refused to let the DeKalb 
County school district 
ignore the problem of 
bias-based bullying. 

Now we’re at the White 
House working to ensure 

that the rest of the 
country addresses the 

problem too.

“

-Aasees Kaur ”



INVESTING MORE THAN EVER IN ANTI-BULLYING INITIATIVES 
At the federal level and the community level, the Sikh Coalition is investing more than 
ever before to combat the problem of bullying in our schools.

In October, the Sikh Coalition partnered with the White House to launch #ActToChange 
– a national anti-bullying initiative, which seeks to broaden awareness about bullying 
of Asian American and Pacific Islander students. The campaign seeks to ensure that 
students affected by bullying are respected and protected, and feel empowered to stand 
up and speak out. Through the Sikh Coalition’s leadership, the campaign quickly resulted 
in a White House meeting with senior officials and Sikh community members to talk 
about how federal agencies can do more to take on a problem that is impacting so many 
Sikh children across the country. 

In May, we launched a new Sikh Awareness education video with the Fresno County 
Office of Education, which was offered as an educational resource to over 200,000 
students. The Sikh educational video, produced by educators, is the first of it’s kind in the 
United States and we’re looking to replicate in other school districts across the nation. 

In March, we teamed up with Congressman Honda and interfaith allies to create additional 
anti-bullying resource guides that were designed to inform district superintendents across 
the state of California about the Sikh educational resources available to them.  



The Sikh Coalition continues seeking to end the ban against Sikhs serving in the U.S. military with their articles of 
faith. Since 2009, the Sikh Coalition has obtained individual exceptions for three observant Sikhs to serve in the 
U.S. Army with their unshorn hair/beards and turbans. We are still fighting to change the military’s presumptive 
policy, which continues to bar observant Sikhs from serving.

The Sikh Coalition’s military campaign made several important advances in 2015. First, in April, the U.S. Army 
released new rules making it easier for observant Sikh recruits to request religious accommodations. For over 
one year, the Sikh Coalition had highlighted the catch-22 that new recruits faced - observant Sikh recruits had to 
violate their religion by removing their turbans, hair and beards while asking for a religious exception. The new 
rules now allow observant Sikh recruits to maintain their religious practice while the Army decides whether to 
grant an accommodation.

MOVING FORWARD TO END RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION IN U.S. MILITARY



Second, in June, Iknoor Singh won his federal court 
battle to enroll in his college Army ROTC program with 
his Sikh articles of faith. The Sikh Coalition had served 
as consulting counsel to Iknoor’s lawyers (ACLU 
and United Sikhs). The Sikh Coalition’s three Army 
clients with distinguished military careers provided 
lengthy testimony, and the court heavily relied on this 
testimony.

Third, on Veteran’s Day, November 11th, 27 retired 
U.S. generals publicly called on the U.S. Department 
of Defense to eliminate the ban on Sikhs serving in the 
U.S. military. The Sikh Coalition and McDermott Will & 
Emery drafted and facilitated the release of their joint 
letter, which stated that no American should have to 
choose between their faith and the right to serve. The 
letter, which was featured in media outlets like the Wall 
Street Journal, lends legitimacy to the campaign and 
serves to change hearts and minds on the issue of 
religious discrimination against Sikhs by the military.

No American should ever have to 
choose between their faith and 

wanting to serve and protect our 
nation.  That’s a false choice that 

nobody should have to make.

“

-Lieutenant General Mark Hertling
U.S. Army

”



Racial or religion-based 
segregation has no place in 
our society. I’m grateful to 
the Sikh Coalition and the 
ACLU for demanding that 
Walt Disney World restore 
my dignity and basic right 
to practice my faith in the 

workplace freely.

“

- Gurdit Singh ”



DESEGREGATION AT DISNEY WORLD 
In July 2015, the Sikh Coalition won a major victory 
for Gurdit Singh, a Sikh employee and mail carrier at 
Walt Disney World.  Mr. Singh had been kept hidden 
from public view of Disney guests for seven years 
because of his Sikh religious appearance. Unlike his 
fellow mail carriers, Mr. Singh was allowed to deliver 
mail only to Disney corporate offices and areas without 
Disney guests. Disney relegated Mr. Singh to an inferior 
position and precluded opportunities for professional 
advancement.

The Sikh Coalition and the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) sent Disney World a forceful demand 
letter, alleging violations of federal civil rights law. Disney 
World quickly agreed to desegregate Mr. Singh.  The 
case was covered in the New York Times, the Associated 
Press, and other major media outlets, sending a strong 
message to American employers that we will not tolerate 
religion-based discrimination.



150 MILLION REACHED THROUGH MEDIA COVERAGE
Through our media work, the Sikh voice reached at least 150 million Ameri-
cans this year. This reach is the equivalent of a multimillion-dollar advertise-
ment buy on behalf of the community.

Highlights:
• We ensured that the Sikh voice was featured after the Supreme Court’s 

historic religious discrimination ruling in June. The Sikh Coalition was 
featured in 200 outlets, including the New York Times and the Wall Street 
Journal.

• In June, the Sikh Coalition secured a high-profile segment on NPR’s 
All Things Considered, which explored our campaign to end religious 
discrimination in the U.S. military. The segment aired to 25 million listeners. 
Later, in response to Iknoor Singh’s ROTC case, we secured coverage in 
350 news outlets, including the Washington Post, Wall Street Journal and 
Associated Press.

• After the Charleston tragedy, the Sikh Coalition worked with authors on 
ten op-eds linking the hate crime to Oak Creek. Harpreet Singh Saini was 
featured in the New York Times arguing for hate crime laws in all 50 states.

• In July, the Sikh Coalition’s Walt Disney desegregation victory went public. 
Over 300 news outlets published, including the Washington Post, New York 
Times and Associated Press. 



Sikh Americans Serving in 
Military Find Allies in Re-

tired Military Leaders
November 11, 2015

There Ought to Be a 
Law Against Hate

Harpreet Singh Saini | July 27, 2015

• In September, the Sikh Coalition 
responded to the Inderjit Singh 
Mukker hate crime case by using 
local media to apply pressure for 
a hate crime charge. In one week, 
key Chicago outlets reported on the 
case multiple times. 

• In November, we rolled out a new 
letter to the U.S. Department of 
Defense from 27 generals urging 
a fix to the ban on Sikhs serving in 
the military. This letter was featured 
in the Wall Street Journal and was 
accompanied by op-eds in CNN, 
Huffington Post, Washington Post 
and Stars and Stripes. 

• Over the course of the year, the 
Sikh Coalition placed over three 
dozen op-eds from colleagues and 
advocates in local, regional and 
national news outlets.

Sikh postman 'wins turban 
battle with Disney'

July 10, 2015

A Muslim woman beat Ab-
ercrombie & Fitch. Why her 
Supreme Court victory is a 

win for all Americans.
Simran Jeet Singh | June 1, 2015

Hate crime added to charges 
in beating of Sikh man in 

Darien
September 15, 2015

Why Are Only Three Obser-
vant Sikh Men Serving In The 

U.S. Military?
June 8, 2015

Survivor of Anti-Sikh Vio-
lence Among Leaders to 
Share Stage with Pope

September 24, 2015

Viral video of ‘terrorist’ 
taunts on Gwinnett school bus 

points to larger problems
Aasees Kaur | March 6, 2015



PROTECTING SIKH HISTORY IN CALIFORNIA 
After many years of effort by Dr. Onkar Bindra, Sikh scholars, community members and the Sikh Coalition, 
the California Department of Education (CDE) has decided to include Sikhs and Sikh history in the California 
history and social sciences framework for grades K-12. However, non-Sikh organizations are attempting to 
rewrite Sikh history through this process. One of the proposed edits denied that Sikhism opposes the caste 
system and idolatry. In order to ensure students receive accurate information from the California curriculum, 
the Sikh Coalition has initiated a widespread grassroots petition movement so that people across the country 
can let the CDE know that these attempts to rewrite Sikh history would not be accepted silently. This urgent 
and important fight continues in 2016.



“Religious enthusiasm and challenge to 
orthodoxy in the early modern period 
was not unique to Europe. In South Asia 
Sikhism arose as a new religion founded 
by Guru Nanak, a social reformer who 
challenged the authority of the Brahmin 
and the power of the Mughal empire. 
Students may learn about the Sikh   
Scripture (Guru Granth Sahib), articles 
of faith, turban, and Sikh history. The 
three basic principles of Sikhism are 
honest living, sharing with the needy, 
and praying to the same and one God.”

“Religious enthusiasm and challenge to 
orthodoxy in the early modern period was 
not  unique to Europe. In South Asia, the 
Bhakti movement within Hinduism, which 
placed emphasis on a personal expression 
of  devotion to God, grew more popular, 
thanks to the saints such as Meera Bai 
(devotee of Krishna) and Ramananda 
(devotee of Ram).  Sikhism arose as a new 
religion founded by Guru Nanak, a social 
reformer who challenged the authority 
of the Brahmin and the power of the 
Mughal empire. Students may learn about 
the Sikh   Scripture (Guru Granth Sahib), 
articles of faith, turban, and Sikh history. 
The three basic principles of Sikhism are 
honest living, sharing with the needy, and 
praying to the same and one God.”

>>>

Current Framework endorsed 
and approved by Sikh 
academics and the Sikh 
Coalition

Non-Sikh organizations attempt to 
rewrite Sikh history



BREAKING GLASS CEILINGS:  
OBSERVANT SIKHS JOIN LAW  
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES
This year, Sikh Americans made major strides 
in gaining equal opportunity to serve in law 
enforcement agencies with their articles of faith 
intact. In September 2015, Amandeep Singh was 
sworn in as a full-time reserve deputy at the Yuba 
County (CA) Sheriff’s Office.  In November 2015, 
Navdeep Nijjar was sworn in as a full-time reserve 
deputy for the Harris County (TX) Sheriff’s Office.

Despite these advancements, Sikhs remain 
unable to serve with turbans and unshorn beards 
with the New York City Police Department, the 
largest police force in the United States.  The Sikh 
Coalition will continue to advocate and defend 
the rights of Sikh Americans to pursue chosen 
careers in law enforcement without giving up 
their faith. 



SIKH VOICE IMPACTED SUPREME COURT 
RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION CASE 
When the Supreme Court ruled in favor of a Muslim 
woman’s right to wear her hijab to work in June 2015, the 
Sikh Coalition publicly responded because of the enormous 
impact the decision would have on the Sikh community. 

The Sikh Coalition’s op-ed was the most read article on 
the Washington Post. Our reaction to the ruling was also 
quoted in the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal 
and other publications. Additionally, the New York Times 
Editorial Board, in endorsing the Supreme Court’s decision, 
recognized that the Sikh community faces similar challenges 
and discrimination in the workplace. 

In August 2014, the Sikh Coalition had contributed to an 
amicus (friend-of-the-court) legal brief to the U.S. Supreme 
Court in support of the plaintiff. Both last year’s amicus 
brief and the recent media coverage ensured that a Sikh 
perspective on this important issue was heard.

I’m grateful for the 
Sikh Coalition’s work 
to successfully pass 

AB 1964, California’s 
workplace religious 

rights law, which 
opened this door for me. 

I am honored to wear 
my deputy uniform with 
my Sikh uniform. It is a 

dream come true!

“

-Amandeep Singh ”



PROTECTING YOUR RIGHT TO  
WEAR THE KIRPAN 
In April, the Sikh Coalition represented Shabd Singh 
Khalsa, a kirpan-wearing New York City visitor who 
was issued a criminal summons for allegedly violat-
ing a city law prohibiting knives in open view in pub-
lic places. We argued that Shabd was exercising his 
First Amendment rights and his summons was dis-
missed.

We also represented Gurpreet Singh. Gurpreet’s Cal-
ifornia employer asked him to work from home fol-
lowing a client complaint about his kirpan. After our 
intervention, Gurpreet was given a workplace accom-
modation and promptly returned to work wearing his 
kirpan.

The Sikh Coalition’s entire 
team was incredibly helpful. I 

contacted them with very short 
notice of my hearing and within 

a day, I was in their office 
discussing the case and how to 
move forward. Thanks to them, 
the process was much easier to 
deal with and a lot less scary! 

The Sikh community needs 
to be aware of the excellent 

services that the Sikh Coalition 
offers.

-Shabd Singh Khalsa ”

“



CONTINUING TO HOLD THE TSA  
ACCOUNTABLE 
The Sikh Coalition continues to protect the rights of Sikh 
air passengers by filing individual complaints with the 
Transportation Security Administration. These complaints 
hold the TSA accountable for airport screening violations.

Another way we continue to hold the TSA accountable 
is through our FlyRights smart phone application. Data 
from these reports is shared with the TSA, Department 
of Homeland Security and members of Congress and 
ensures that screening violations are addressed and 
remedied. This technology is critical to our advocacy work, 
and we remain committed to thinking about innovative 
ways to employ technology as a tool for educating 
policymakers and assisting community members.

We likewise continue to meet with the TSA to reiterate 
our request that its bulky clothing policy be abandoned 
once and for all.



FIGHTING DISCRIMINATION THROUGH LEGAL EDUCATION
The Sikh Coalition’s Legal Program provided comprehensive Sikh awareness, employment discrimination and 
religious liberty trainings to attorneys, human resources personnel and managers at the U.S. Equal Employment 
Opportunity Office in NYC, at the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol NYC headquarters, to New Jersey State 
government employees and to TSA employees at Dulles International Airport.  In addition, we conducted Sikh 
Awareness and Know Your Rights trainings with students and educators at an adult GED program in NYC 
that educates Sikh immigrants, minors 
and asylum seekers.  Finally, following 
the hate crime attack on Inderjit Singh 
Mukker in Illinois, we spoke to local 
college students about the systemic 
hate violence faced by Sikh Americans.

Through these trainings, our 
attorneys educated community 
members and decision makers on 
the legal issues faced by the Sikh 
American community. Our ongoing 
legal education plays a critical role 
in preventing discrimination against 
Sikhs in the classroom, workplace, 
and throughout all communities.



FROM OAK CREEK TO CHARLESTON:  
RESPONDING TO HATE 
For every Sikh American, it was almost impossible to ignore the 
tragic parallels between the June 17, 2015 Charleston shooting 
and the grief the Sikh community experienced on August 5, 
2012 in Oak Creek, Wisconsin. Following the shooting inside 
the iconic Emanuel A.M.E. Church, the Sikh Coalition moved 
to work with colleagues, allies and advocates to draft, edit and 
successfully place ten op-eds in American news outlets reaching 
over ten million Americans. On July 
27th, through the support of the Sikh 
Coalition, Harpreet Singh Saini 
was featured in the Op-Ed pages 
of the New York Times, one of the 
top newspapers in the world. In the 
wake of the Charleston tragedy, 
and nearly three years after losing 
his mother to a hate crime in Oak 
Creek, Harpreet made the case for 
passing hate crime laws in all 50 
states. 

“We can’t bring back 
the loved ones, like 
my mother, whom 

we have lost to hate. 
But we can demand 

laws to better 
protect us.”

-Harpreet Singh Saini





EMPOWERING THE SIKH VOICE THROUGH INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT 
2015 was a banner year for Sikhs in the world of interfaith relations, and the Sikh Coalition was proud to have 
been a big part of this progress. The highlight of the year was having two Sikhs stand on stage with Pope Francis 
and offer prayers during his interfaith service at the 9/11 Memorial and Museum in New York. The event was 
broadcast live around the country, and it was powerful to have Sikhs included among the other world religions 
at the event. 
Another major moment for the Sikh community was the invitation to attend the premiere of Belief, the new 
documentary series on religion produced by Oprah Winfrey. Sapreet Kaur, Executive Director for the Sikh 
Coalition attended the premiere in Southern California and, upon meeting with Oprah at her home, shared some 
of the challenges faced by the Sikh community in America. 
Over the past year, the Sikh Coalition attended a number of local and national programs and established a 
number of meaningful relationships in the faith world. We presented at the Parliament of the World’s Religions, 
the largest interfaith gathering in the world. We presented on aspects of Sikhi at various places of worship, 
including churches, mosques and synagogues, and we attended interfaith programs of various scales, from 
small interfaith gatherings to the opening of the General Assembly of the United Nations. 
It has been an incredibly rich year of engagement with people of various faith communities, and we are 
encouraged to see that Sikhs are starting to become recognized as one of the world’s major religions that has a 
positive presence in modern America. 



CALIFORNIA SIKH AWARENESS MONTH SUCCESS  
The California State Legislature once again passed a statewide 
resolution (ACR 37) recognizing November 2015 as Sikh Awareness 
and Appreciation Month. The Sikh Coalition has continued to work with 
community members across the state of California on projects that raise 
awareness and appreciation for Sikh American contributions in California. 
In 2013, we were able to provide awareness to 3.5 million Californians. In 
2014, we jumped to over 5 million Californians. This year, we were able to 
reach over 6 million Californians more with projects like these:  

• The LA Clippers and the Sikh Coalition co-hosted a Sikh Awareness 
and Appreciation Month game, which was attended by nearly 400 
community members and reached 840,000 Californians.

• The Sikh Coalition facilitated Sikh awareness presentations and 
screenings for over 200,000 individuals at various schools and events 
across the state.

• Sikh Awareness and Appreciation resolutions were passed by the City 
of San Jose, City of Santa Clara, City of Milpitas, City of Fremont, City 
of Yuba City, City of Marysville, City of Sacramento, City of Elk Grove, 
City of Manteca and City of Lathrop. 

• The Sikh Coalition partnered with Inkquisitive Illustration to commemorate 
the month through artistic expression and discussions across the state.



SIKH COALITION AMBASSADORS 
PROGRAM SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHED 
In 2015, the Sikh Coalition launched an exciting new 
grassroots initiative to engage community members 
across the country in service and action. The 
Ambassadors Program has brought together 22 engaged 
sevadaars across the country who, as leaders in their 
communities, have worked closely with their sangats to 
advance the Sikh American fight for civil rights. 

These sevadaars have worked with their youth sangat to 
deliver anti-bullying workshops, educated the community 
about their legal rights and built strong local interfaith 
connections. In the immediate aftermath of the hate 
crime committed against Mr. Inderjit Singh Mukker, for 
example, Chicago-area ambassadors were instrumental 
in rallying both local sangat and non-Sikh community 
leaders. The ambassadors enhance the Sikh Coalition’s 
ability to provide more timely and pertinent services to 
the community given the diverse contexts and realities 
of Sikh Americans throughout the country.





SIKH ADVOCATE ACADEMY DELIVERING RESULTS
In July, the Sikh Coalition launched the fifth exciting year of the Sikh Advocate 
Academy, which remains a core component to successfully leveraging the 
community’s fight for civil rights at both the local and national levels. This 
year we welcomed ten incredible advocates, which brings our total to over 
50 across the country. The advocates spent a week with the Sikh Coalition 
staff in trainings and lectures that focused on government engagement, 
media engagement and community engagement in Washington D.C. 

The ability and impact of the previous graduates has been well documented, 
but some of the most recent highlights in these early months from the fifth 
academy include: 

• actively garnered official support for anti-bullying initiatives, including 
co-sponsorship from Congress members for the Safe Schools 
Improvement Act 

• ensured the Sikh voice was featured in major media outlets including 
the Washington Post, NBC and Huffington Post

• engaged Congress members to secure their participation in the 
critical Congressional briefing on hate crimes

• organized Day of Seva events across the country to honor the lives 
lost during the Oak Creek, WI shooting in 2012

• educated community groups and school audiences through Sikh 
awareness presentations

After attending 
the Sikh Advocate 
Academy, I have 

finally gained the 
proper tools to 

keep up the Sikh 
tradition of fighting 

against injustice. The 
week-long training 

has equipped me 
with skills that I 

can utilize any day 
to achieve social 

justice and mobilize 
communities to act 

on human rights 
issues.

-Sehaj Kaur”

“



OUR NEXT GENERATION OF LEADERS:  
JUNIOR SIKH COALITION 
Junior Sikh Coalition (JSC) is a yearlong youth 
leadership program designed to provide Sikh youth a 
safe space to develop as fearless activists.
The Sikh Coalition is proud to have successfully 
started the fourth year of the program welcoming 
seven new young leaders into the group, bringing the 
total members to 23.  
This year, we aim to amplify our trainings in social 
justice awareness, bullying prevention and community 
building. We plan to further increase the opportunities 
for team members to apply the information and skills 
they receive from our trainings and directly engage 
affected communities, embodied with Sikh values. 



Off to a fantastic start, in 2015, the JSC has already: 
• hosted a Sikh youth Bullying Listening Session with the White 

House’s Department of Justice and Department of Education
• engaged with Native American activists to build community 

bridges
• served langar at NYC shelters with Nanak Naam Jahaj 

Gurdwara’s “Let’s Share a Meal” initiative
• attended a Restorative Justice workshop on education reform 

and safety
• volunteered at the annual NYC Marathon to represent the Sikh 

community

In 2016, we look forward 
• promoting the #ActToChange anti-bullying campaign with the 

White House
• receiving the Sikh Presenters Course training and 

presenting on Sikhism in their respective schools
• leading a Youth Inter-Faith Summit
• hosting the second Nirbhau Nirvair Open Mic Night
• strengthening the Know Your Rights on Bullying Youth 

Gurdwara workshops



NEW STAFF & EVOLVING CAPACITY 
The majority of our budget goes back into investing in a 
team that proudly serves you, while trying to increase the 
annual budget so that we can hire the additional talent to 
respond to the challenges and opportunities that this work 
presents us. We thank you for making this possible. 
Over the course of 2015, we have celebrated the remark-
able talent who have moved onto new adventures, and 
we have welcomed new professionals who are already 
invaluable to our work.  Here are the exciting new hires: 

Arjun Singh, Director of Law and Policy 
(Washington, D.C.) is responsible for 
advocating and promoting policy solu-
tions to civil rights issues that impact 
Sikhs and the broader American public.

Damanpreet Singh, Operations Man-
ager (New York City) is responsible for 
managing the day-to-day operational 
and human resource aspects of the 
Sikh Coalition’s work.

 

Harjot Kaur, Community Develop-
ment Manager (New York City) is re-
sponsible for leading the Junior Sikh 
Coalition, a youth leadership devel-
opment program. 

Jagmeet Singh, Media and Commu-
nications Manager (New York City) 
is responsible for managing the in-
frastructure that executes social and 
traditional media initiatives. 

Anna Jay, Sikh Coalition Legal Fel-
low (New York City) is responsible 
for supporting the Sikh Coalition 
attorneys in their legal intakes and 
casework. 

Preeti Kaur Dhaliwal, Sikh Coali-
tion Legal Fellow (New York City) is 
responsible for supporting the Sikh 
Coalition attorneys in their legal in-
takes and casework. 



SIKHS COME TOGETHER
Hundreds of thousands of Sikhs gathered in Punjab on November 10, 2015, for the betterment of the Sikh commu-
nity. We’re inspired by the collective spirit of the Panth and are optimistic about our future. 

Our community faces challenges in making sure our voice is heard both here in the U.S. and in Punjab. The Sikh 
Coalition has helped broadly highlight the issues we face in the U.S. While we have periodically called attention to 
the challenges facing Sikhs elsewhere, including Punjab, we recognize the need and desire for the community to 
know more and be more connected. With community support, we will begin to do this more proactively.



HONORING OAK CREEK THROUGH  
NATIONAL DAY OF SEVA 
Three years ago, on August 5, 2012, a gunman 
with neo-Nazi ties entered the Oak Creek Gurd-
wara in Wisconsin and killed six innocent wor-
shippers, injuring several others. The Sikh Coali-
tion, inspired by the Oak Creek sangat’s Chardhi 
Kala 6K Memorial Walk/Run, organized the third 
annual nationwide Day of Seva to pay tribute 
to the victims. We stand in solidarity with fellow 
Americans of all faiths in the battle to combat 
hate in our nation.
We will always remember Paramjit Kaur, Sita 
Singh, Ranjit Singh, Prakash Singh, Suvegh 
Singh Khattra, and Satwant Singh Kaleka—and 
pray for the full recovery of those who were criti-
cally injured—Baba Punjab Singh, Bhai Santokh 
Singh, and Lt. Brian Murphy. 



Local initiatives included: 
• Albany, NY: partnership with American Sikhs for Humanity – clothing drive to Things 

of My Very Own
• Atlanta, GA: Brook Run Park Nature Trail clean up
• Bakersfield, CA: partnership with Sikh Riders of America to prepare and serve langar 

at Bakersfield Homeless Center
• Boston, MA: gardening at Stearns Farm and serving hot meals at Church of St. John 

the Evangelist
• Cincinnati, OH: service with Freestore Foodbank
• Detroit, MI: partnership with the Sikh Society of Michigan and the Sterling Heights 

Gurudwara to pack over 10,000 meals for Kids Against Hunger
• Elk Grove, CA: partnership with Toys for Tots at Dashmesh Darbar Gurudwara and 

Bradshaw Gurudwara
• Fremont, CA: children’s book reading at Fremont Main Library
• Fresno, CA: partnership with Toys for Tots at Singh Sabha Gurudwara
• Modesto, CA: partnership with Habitat for Humanity and partnership with SEVA-

Selfless Service to prepare and serve langar to the displaced community;
• Jersey City, NJ: partnership with Toys for Tots at the Jersey City Gurdwara
• New York City, NY: Morningside Park clean up
• Orange County, CA: partnership with the Orange County Food Bank to host a food 

drive
• Sacramento, CA: landscaping and park clean up at William Land Park; partnership 

with SEVA-Selfless Service to prepare and serve langar to the displaced community
• San Jose, CA: partnership with Toys for Tots at San Jose Gurudwara
• Vancouver, Canada: partnership with SEVA-Selfless Service to prepare and serve 

langar to displaced communities.



In 2015, the Sikh Coalition hosted two large community events in support of our work: the fifth annual Bay Area “5K 
for the 5K’s” and the sixth annual NYC Bowl-a-thon. Both events demonstrated the sangat’s celebration of the prog-
ress and continued commitment to the work ahead. 

The combined events were enjoyed by over 800 participants and raised a combined total of $141,953.60. This 
money is a great start to our required goal of raising one million dollars before the end of the year, and we are truly 
grateful for the sangat’s efforts and commitment to further this work. 

The Sikh Coalition would like to thank all the volunteers who led the effort in helping to bring these events together. 
It’s only with the support of the incredibly dedicated sevadaars that we can continue this work, and neither event 
would have been possible without them. 

The Sikh Coalition would also like to thank our sponsors for their generous support and commitment. This year’s 
sponsors were: 

CELEBRATING PROGRESS AT COMMUNITY EVENTS ON BOTH COASTS





FINANCIALS
From the very inception of the Sikh Coalition, we have endeavored to build an organization which exceeds the 
highest standards of competence and professionalism and one that is committed to full financial transparency.

The Sikh Coalition’s ending net assets: $1,439,515

2014 Total Income: $1,539,625 2014 Total Expenses: $1,738,292

Program Services 
83% 

[$1,434,947]

Fundraising
13% 

[$224,657]

Administrative 
4% 

[$78,688]Individual  
Donations

72%

Foundations
12%

Donated 
Services 

14%

Investments 
2%



FELLOWS
Anna Jay, Legal Fellow
Kathleen Mallon, Legal Fellow
Preeti Kaur, Legal Fellow
Jasjit Singh, Social Justice Fellow
Simran Kaur Sachdev, Community 

Development Fellow
Winty Singh, Social Justice Fellow
 

BOARD
Narinder Singh, Chair
Prabhjot Singh, Treasurer
Rubin Paul Singh, Secretary
Harpreet Singh
Jasjit Singh
Manmeet Kaur
Manpreet K. Singh
Sapreet Kaur
Suneet Kaur

STAFF
Sapreet Kaur, Executive Director
Mark Reading-Smith, Senior Director of 

Communications & Media
Harsimran Kaur, Legal Director 
Rajdeep Singh, Senior Director of Law & Policy
Arjun Singh, Director of Law and Policy
Gurjot Kaur, Senior Staff Attorney
Satjeet Kaur, Development & Communications 

Director
Simran Kaur, Western Region Director
Harjit Kaur, Community Development Manager
Jagmeet Singh, Media & Communications 

Manager
Harjot Kaur, Community Development Manager
Simran Jeet Singh, Senior Religion Fellow
Ava Master, Development & Communications 

Manager
Damanpreet Singh, Operations Manager
Balbir Singh, Operations Manager



50 Broad Street, Suite 1537 
New York, NY 10004

What is freedom worth to you?  This full-time, high-impact organization is working day and night to protect 
your right to practice Sikhi.  Your financial support will ensure that the Sikh flag continues to fly high!

PLEASE DONATE TODAY!


