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Re:  Tennessee State Board Education Standards Review 

Dear Tennessee State Board of Education, 

Thank you for your dedication and diligence in the revision process for the K-12 Education 
Standards Review. The Sikh Coalition has already worked with educators in California, New 
York, New Jersey, and Texas to make important revisions to the curriculum. In examining the 
Tennessee Education Standards Review we strongly urge you to consider the following edits: 

1. Social Studies / HS - Contemporary Issues / Culture, CI. 19

Current Text: “CI.19 Compare and contrast the five major world religions (i.e., Buddhism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism) in terms of worldview, diffusion, and impacts, 
including the following: 
• Founder(s)
• Founding date
• Monotheistic or Polytheistic
• Sacred text(s)
• Basic belief(s)
• Location and diffusion of followers”

Suggested Edit: “CI.19 Compare and contrast the six major world religions (i.e., Buddhism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and Sikhism) in terms of worldview, diffusion, and 
impacts, including the following:” 

Comments: Sikhism is the 5th largest world religion with over 25 million practitioners 
worldwide, and an estimated 500,000 in the United States. Consistent with the current guidelines 
for World Religions, teachers should include Sikhism when analyzing major religions. For 
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example, students should study the founding of Sikhism as an independent faith in the context of 
South Asian history and understanding its core tenets, including rejection of the caste system and 
gender inequalities. An understanding of Sikh contributions to the United States, including 
innovations in farming, science, and technology; building the transcontinental railroad; and 
immigration/citizenship reform will enrich Tennessee student learning.  
 
2. Social Studies / Grade 6 / Ancient India: c. 2500-400 BCE, Course Description:  
 
Current Text: “Course description: Sixth grade students will study the beginning of early 
civilizations through the fall of the Western Roman Empire. Students will analyze the 
geographic, cultural, economic, political, and historical foundations for early civilizations, 
including Mesopotamia, Egypt, Israel, India, China, Greece, and Rome. The sixth grade will 
conclude with the decline and fall of the Western Roman Empire. This course will also teach 
students about the historical contexts of ancient and major world religions, and the standards 
follow a common template for major world religions so as to not promote any religion. Major 
world religions are introduced in either 6th or 7th grade.” 
 
Suggested Edit: “Course description: Sixth grade students will study the beginning of early 
civilizations through the fall of the Western Roman Empire. Students will analyze the 
geographic, cultural, economic, political, and historical foundations for early civilizations, 
including Mesopotamia, Egypt, Israel, Ancient India, China, Greece, and Rome. The sixth grade 
will conclude with the decline and fall of the Western Roman Empire. This course will also teach 
students about the historical contexts of ancient and major world religions, and the standards 
follow a common template for major world religions so as to not promote any religion. Major 
world religions are introduced in either 6th or 7th grade.” 
 
Comments: What is known as modern day India does not account for current countries such as 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bhutan, and Bangladesh. 
  
3. Social Studies / Grade 6 / Ancient India: c. 2500-400 BCE, 6.28 
 
Current Text: 6.28 “Describe the social structure of the caste system, and explain its effect on 
everyday life in ancient India.” 
 
Suggested Edit: “Describe the social, cultural, and religious belief in the structure of the caste 
system, and explain its effect on everyday life in Ancient India.” 
 
Comments: Caste is a term that social scientists use to describe any particularly unbending social 
structure that is defined on a graded unequal system. Today many South Asians at home and in 
the diaspora, still identify themselves as belonging to a caste or into groupings coded by caste, 
and they practice casteism via interpersonal relations and professional networks, religious 
practices and deeply inculcated stereotypes, politics and marriage. Teachers should make clear to 
students that this is a social and cultural structure that has embedded religious beliefs. 
 
What was unique about this caste was the religious seal it placed on slavery. When the slave 
trade and slave system was abolished in India by the Slavery Abolition Act of 1843, a historian 
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estimated that there were 20 million outcastes slaves in India at that time. The state of 
Travancore alone had about 200,000 slaves.  Hindu scriptures discuss extensively the matters 
related to slave-holding including buying, selling and gifting slaves. The Manu Smriti classifies 
slaves into seven categories: 

1. War captive 
2. A self-volunteered slave 
3. Born of a female slave 
4. A slave purchased 
5. Slave given by parents 
6. Inherited through will and 
7. Slave penalized by the king  

 
In the present day, India’s lower castes continue to be vulnerable to modern day slavery. The 
2014 Global Slavery Report, estimates that India has the highest number of individuals living in 
slavery out of any country worldwide. The report quotes, “India’s modern slavery challenges 
are immense. Across India’s population of over 1.2 billion people, all forms of modern slavery, 
including inter-generational bonded labor, trafficking for sexual exploitation, and forced 
marriage, exist. Evidence suggests that members of lower castes and tribes, religious minorities, 
and migrant workers are disproportionately affected by modern slavery.“  
 
Please feel free to contact our office with any questions.  For information and teacher resources 
about Sikhs, please contact the Sikh Coalition by emailing education@sikhcoalition.org, or by 
visiting www.sikhcoalition.org. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Sapreet Kaur 
Executive Director  
The Sikh Coalition 
 
 
 

	  


