
September 26, 2018 
 
Bergen County Sheriff’s Office 
2 Bergen County Plaza 
Hackensack, NJ 07601 
 
Dear Chief Pell: 
 
The Bergen County Sheriff’s Office has been given an opportunity to move beyond the disparaging 
remarks against the black, Sikh and LGBTQ communities. We along those community members who 
shared their demand calling on Sheriff Saudino's resignation, are appreciative of his resignation as a 
result of disparaging remarks against the black, Sikh and LGBTQ communities. However, it is important 
that further action is taken to restore community trust and demonstrate that bigotry has no place in 
Bergen County or New Jersey. 
 
The Sikh Coalition, NAACP New Jersey State Conference, and the ACLU of New Jersey, call for an 
immediate investigation and review of the cultural climate of the department. Swift action needs to be 
taken to restore community trust and demonstrate that bigotry has no place in Bergen County or New 
Jersey.  
 
Comments made by prior leadership and the adverse impact on the department’s culture contributed to 
an erosion of trust between law enforcement and the communities they serve. At a time when public 
trust between law enforcement and minority communities across America remains strained, we cannot 
underestimate the damage created by former Sheriff Saudino. The Bergen County Sheriff's Office must 
undertake all efforts to restore community trust immediately.  
 
It is our sincere hope that the Bergen County Sheriff’s Office can attain the goals of its mission values 
of community leadership and professionalism. On behalf of the communities impacted by the anti-black, 
anti-Sikh and homophobic remarks we urge that the Bergen County Sheriff’s Office make a full 
assessment of the cultural climate and immediately institute appropriate trainings to all staff employed. 
Our respective organizations have substantial experience in providing cultural competency trainings 
and offer our services to your department. We look forward to discussing ways that the Bergen County 
Sheriff’s Office continues to  restore community trust.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Sikh Coalition 
NAACP New Jersey State Conference 
ACLU of New Jersey 
 
cc:  
Governor Phil Murphy 
Attorney General Gurbir Grewal 


