
	

 
December 18, 2018 
	
Via U.S. Mail & Email 
	
Jeffrey P. Bezos    David Zapolsky     
Chief Executive Officer   Senior Vice President & General Counsel 
Amazon.com, Inc.    Amazon.com, Inc. 
440 Terry Avenue N    440 Terry Avenue N 
Seattle, Washington 98109   Seattle, Washington 98109   
  
Dear Mr. Bezos and Mr. Zapolsky, 
	
I am writing on behalf of The Sikh Coalition, the nation’s largest Sikh American civil and 
legal rights organization, to request that Amazon and all of its affiliates immediately 
remove and discontinue the sale of mats, rugs, and toilet seat covers with the image of 
Darbar Sahib, also known as the Golden Temple. Placing the image of the Golden Temple 
on these items is deeply offensive to Sikhs worldwide.  
	
As you may know, Sikhism is the fifth largest religion in the world and has 30 million 
adherents worldwide. The Golden Temple is one of the most historically significant sites 
to Sikhs. As such, Sikhs treat items associated with the Golden Temple with the utmost 
respect by placing it only on surfaces that do not come in contact with unclean areas such 
as floors, bathrooms, toilets, feet, and the like.  
	
It has come to our attention that several sellers are posting products onto your platform 
that culturally appropriate the imagery of the Golden Temple and spiritual imagery of other 
eastern cultures. Using religious or spiritual imagery on products that come into contact 
with unhygienic surfaces is offensive to all faiths that originated in the East. The Golden 
Temple is no such exception and should never appear on rugs, bathmats, and toilet seat 
covers. Such items are deeply offensive to Sikhs everywhere and other followers of 
Eastern religions. 
  
A list of the sellers featuring the aforementioned items is attached to this letter for your 
review. We respectfully request confirmation that these types of items will be permanently 
prohibited from sale and hope that Amazon will do more to ensure similar products do not 
appear on your platform. Furthermore, we request that you notify your sellers and affiliates 
to refrain from publishing culturally inappropriate and offensive merchandise on your 
platforms. 
   
Respectfully, 
  
Sim J. Singh 
Senior Manager of Advocacy & Policy 
	
 
 
Enclosure 
	



	

	

List of Culturally Offensive & Appropriated Products on the Amazon Platform 
	

1. https://www.amazon.com/Elvira-Jasper-Doormats-Entrance-Bathroom-
x/dp/B07F6B457P/ref=sr_1_10?ie=UTF8&qid=1545147204&sr=8-
10&keywords=golden+temple+floor+mat 
 

2. https://www.amazon.com/Gzhihine-Custom-Golden-Temple-
Amritsar/dp/B079C13Z8M/ref=sr_1_9?ie=UTF8&qid=1545147204&sr=8-
9&keywords=golden+temple+floor+mat 
 

3. https://www.amazon.com/Floors-Vibrant-Reflection-Picture-
Bathroom/dp/B07KC6R8JZ/ref=sr_1_35?ie=UTF8&qid=1545147351&sr=8-
35&keywords=golden+temple+floor+mat 
 

4. https://www.amazon.com/Bath-Mat-AsianInches-Reflection-
Decorative/dp/B07JGCR3B1/ref=sr_1_135?ie=UTF8&qid=1545147414&sr=8-
135&keywords=golden+temple+floor+mat 
 

5. https://www.amazon.com/Entrance-Vibrant-Reflection-Picture-
Decorative/dp/B07CW9M48X/ref=sr_1_13?ie=UTF8&qid=1545147204&sr=8-
13&keywords=golden+temple+floor+mat 
 

6. https://www.amazon.com/Gobind-Giving-Blessings-Golden-
Purpose/dp/B071D4NXX1/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?ie=UTF8&qid=1545160641&sr=8-1-
spons&keywords=golden+temple+rug&psc=1 
 


