
March 6th, 2019 
 
Via U.S. Mail & Email 
 
Governor Eric Holcomb     The Honorable Brian C. Bosma         The Honorable Rodric D. Bray 
Office of the Governor        Indiana House of Representatives    Indiana State Senate 
State House, Room 206     State House, Room 3-7                     State House, Room 3A-N 
200 W. Washington St.       200 W. Washington St.                      200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204        Indianapolis, IN 46204                       Indianapolis, IN 46204 
  
 
Dear Governor Holcomb, Speaker Bosma, and President Pro-Tempore Bray, 
 
We represent gurdwaras (Sikh houses of worship) and other Sikh organizations across the state 
of Indiana, with  approximately 500 - 1,000 members each. Although Sikhs began settling in 
Indiana more than 50 years ago, the community established its first gurdwara in 1999. We feel 
comfortable in estimating that there are at least 8,000 - 10,000 Sikhs who currently live in 
Indiana. In the last two decades, the Sikh population around Indianapolis has experienced 
significant growth. As members of a religious minority that have been frequently targeted in hate 
crimes across the United States, we are deeply concerned about how hate crimes affect all of 
our communities.  
 
We are writing to you regarding the recent amendments to the proposed Indiana hate crime bill 
(SB12/HB12). For a hate crime law to adequately protect Indiana, it must include specific 
language that protects one’s perceived or actual color, creed, disability, age, national origin, 
ancestry, race, religion, gender identity, sex, or sexual orientation. If this current bill becomes 
law it will do virtually nothing to protect Sikhs and other impacted minority communities from 
hate crimes in Indiana.  
 
By way of background, the Sikh religion, founded in India, is the fifth-largest organized religion 
in the world, with over 500,000 followers in the United States. While Sikhs have been an integral 
part of the American fabric for over 125 years, they remain disproportionately targeted in cases 
of bigotry, bias, bullying and backlash. Relative to other vulnerable minorities, Sikhs are 
disproportionately targeted for discrimination because we wear turbans and maintain unshorn 
hair (including facial hair) in accordance with our faith. In a post-9/11 climate, these identifiable 
characteristics make Sikhs vulnerable targets for hate crimes and bias based incidents. 
 
The FBI hate crime report details hate crimes rising in 2017 for the third consecutive year with 
8,437 hate crime offenses, including 24 anti-Sikh hate crimes. The 243% increase in anti-Sikh 
hate crimes and overall 16.7% increase since the 2016 report underscores that hate continues 



to surge nationwide. According to the most recent FBI Hate Crime Reports, hate crimes in 
Indiana increased approximately 17% compared to the previous year.   1

 
These bias incidents and hate crimes also directly impact our children. According to a 2015 
study conducted by the Sikh Coalition, Sikh children in Indiana face bullying at a staggering rate 
of 55.8%. 48% of these children believed they were bullied based on their religion or ethnicity, 
while 43.7% believed it was based on their race. This legislation failing to recognize their Sikh 
identity will have consequences for generations to follow.   2

 
We fully support Governor Holcomb’s renewed push to include these protected categories and 
we strongly encourage members of the Indiana General Assembly to enact a hate crime law 
that will prove effective in the years to follow. A hate crime law that excludes specific identities 
will do nothing to better protect the communities at risk, including failing to provide Indiana law 
enforcement officials and prosecutors with the necessary legal guidance to investigate and 
prosecute these hate crimes.  
 
Due to the large increase in hate crimes against Sikhs nationwide, we strongly oppose a bill that 
does not include language that specifies protected classes. Sikhs in Indiana strongly believe 
that Indiana is a welcoming state, with ample opportunity. A hate crime law that effectively 
protects impacted communities will be a historical moment to celebrate.  
 
We look forward to your positive response and would welcome a meeting to express our deep 
concerns about this amended legislation.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
KP Singh - Community Outreach Coordinator - Sikh Educational & Cultural Society 
(Indianapolis, IN) 
Maninder Walia - Chairman & Paramjit Singh - President - Sikh Satsang of Indianapolis 
(Indianapolis, IN) 
Daljit Singh - Chairman - Gurdwara Shri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji (Greenwood, IN) 
Avtar Singh Bassi - President - Gurdwara Gur Nanak Darbar (Indianapolis, IN) 
Tarlok Singh - President - Sikh Society of Indiana (Indianapolis, IN) 
Satnam Singh - Vice President - Guru Nanak Sikh Society (Indianapolis, IN) 
Onkar Singh - Communications Director - Dashmesh Sikh Gurudwara (Ft. Wayne, IN) 
Gurpreet Singh Malhi - Chairman- Gurdwara Guru Nanak Darbar (Fishers, IN) 
Gurjeet Singh - President - Sikh Gurudwara of Fort Wayne (Roanoke, IN) 

1 See “FBI Hate Crime Statistics Report 2017” by FBI available at https://ucr.fbi.gov/hate-crime/2017 
compared to “FBI Hate Crime Statistics Report 2016” by FBI available at 
https://ucr.fbi.gov/hate-crime/2016 . 
2 See “Go Home Terrorist” by the Sikh Coalition available at 
https://www.sikhcoalition.org/documents/pdf/go-home-terrorist.pdf 
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