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May 14, 2019 
 
Dear Superintendent Kirsten Baesler and North Dakota Department of Public Instruction, 
  
I am writing on behalf of the Sikh Coalition, the nation’s largest Sikh civil rights organization, to follow up on our 
letter dated November 21, 2018 requesting the inclusion of Sikhism in North Dakota’s revised social studies 
standards. 
 
We were disappointed to see that unfortunately, despite being the 5th largest world religion with over 25 million 
followers, Sikhism still hasn’t been included.  It is critical that students learn about all the world religions, particularly 
those that have a strong following in today’s world.  Sikhism was founded in the 15th century and the first migration 
of Sikhs to America can be traced to the late 1800s.  Learning about their beliefs, identity and immigration stories is 
critical for students to be able to receive a comprehensive social studies education for today’s globalized world.   
 
Every other major world religion has been mentioned in the standards except Sikhism.  We strongly urge you to 
expand the standards to mention all the world religions – including Sikhism.  We are happy to help craft a standard 
where it can and should be included. 
 
I wish to reiterate that the Sikh Coalition has already worked with educators in Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, 
New Jersey, New York, Tennessee, and Texas to make important revisions to their standards.  We hope that North 
Dakota will do the same and that changes can be made before the standards are finalized.  
 
We look forward to working with you and your colleagues to make the standards more inclusive and reflective of 
North Dakota’s communities.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Satjeet Kaur, Executive Director, The Sikh Coalition  
satjeet@sikhcoalition.org 
	


