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November 21, 2018 
 
Dear Superintendent Kirsten Baesler and North Dakota Department of Public Instruction, 
  
I	am	writing	on	behalf	of	the	Sikh	Coalition,	the	nation’s	largest	Sikh	civil	rights	
organization,	to	request	inclusion	of	Sikhism	–	the	world’s	fifth	largest	religion	–	in	North	
Dakota’s	social	studies	standards	alongside	other	world	religions.	The Sikh Coalition has 
already worked with educators in Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, New Jersey, New York, 
Tennessee, and Texas to make important revisions to the curriculum.  
 
As you examine the North Dakota Education Standards for Social Studies we strongly urge you 
to consider the following edits:	
 
1. Social Studies / Standard 2: Important Historical Events / Grade 6: World History, Pre 

History to Renaissance, 6.2.10 
 
Current Text: “Compare the emergence, central leaders, beliefs, and traditions of major religions 
and philosophies (e.g., Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism and 
Taoism)” 
 
Suggested Edit: “Compare the emergence, central leaders, beliefs, and traditions of major 
religions and philosophies (e.g., Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Sikhism, 
Confucianism and Taoism)” 
 
Comments: Sikhism is the 5th largest world religion with over 25 million practitioners 
worldwide, and an estimate of at least 500,000 in the United States. Consistent with the current 
guidelines for World Religions, teachers should include Sikhism when analyzing major religions. 
For example, students should study the founding of Sikhism as an independent faith in the 
context of South Asian history and understanding its core tenets, including rejection of the caste 
system and gender inequalities. An understanding of Sikh contributions to the United States, 
including innovations in farming, science, and technology; building the transcontinental railroad; 
and immigration/citizenship reform will enrich North Dakota student learning.  
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Recognizing	that	the	format	of	these	standards	may	be	amended	significantly	over	the	next	
few	months	during	the	review	and	revision	process,	we	believe	as	a	matter	of	consistency	
that	the	Sikh	religion	should	be	included	in	the	new	standards	wherever	other	world	
religions	are	mentioned,	or	when	specifically	discussing	Southern	and	Eastern	Asia.		
 
Enclosed	for	your	consideration	are	resources	that	provide	additional	context	about	the	Sikh	
religion	in	the	broad	context	of	social	studies.			
	
My	colleague,	Sikh	Coalition	Education	Director	Pritpal	Kaur,	will	monitor	the	progress	of	the	
review	and	revision	process	on	our	behalf	in	consultation	with	the	North	Dakota	Sikh	
community.		We	look	forward	to	working	with	you	and	your	colleagues.		Please	let	us	know	
if	you	require	additional	information,	and	thank	you	for	your	consideration.	Please feel free 
to contact our office with any questions. For information and teacher resources about Sikhs, 
please contact the Sikh Coalition by emailing education@sikhcoalition.org, or by 
visiting www.sikhcoalition.org/educators. 	
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Satjeet Kaur 
Executive Director 
The Sikh Coalition 
satjeet@sikhcoalition.org 
 

	
	


