
12/17/19 
 
Via Email 
 
Gordon Jenkins  
Whatcom County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office  
311 Grand Ave, Suite 201 Bellingham, Washington 98225  
 
RE: People v. Grifin Sayers, Case No. 19-1-01482-37  
 
Dear Mr. Jenkins, 
 
The undersigned represent 13 gurdwaras (Sikh houses of worship) and other Sikh organizations 
across the state of Washington. We are writing to thank you and Whatcom County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office for filing a hate crime and assault in the second degree charges against Grifin 
Levi Sayers, who violently attacked a Sikh Uber driver in a senseless unprovoked act on 
December 5th, 2019. According to police, Sayer’s also made racially biased comments about 
the Sikh Uber driver’s ‘dark skin,’ the fact he was from India and the turban he was wearing.  No 1

one deserves to experience bigotry and violence and we cannot overlook how these types of 
incidents spread fear throughout minority communities like ours.  
 
There are approximately 60,000 to 75,000 Sikhs and 15 gurdwaras (Sikh houses of worship) in 
Washington, with Bellingham as one of the major population centers. Per the Sikh Coalition’s 
monitoring of public media accounts, hate crimes reported to law enforcement, and private 
reporting since 2015, the Sikh Coalition estimates that Washington is the third most dangerous 
state in the nation for Sikhs despite the community’s presence in the area for more than 125 
years. According to the most recent 2018 FBI statistics, reported anti-Sikh hate crimes rose 
nationally by 200 percent since 2017, also making Sikhs the third most commonly targeted 
religious group in the United States. 
 
By way of background, the Sikh religion, founded in India, is the fifth-largest organized religion 
in the world, with over 500,000 followers in the United States. Sikhs wear turbans and maintain 
unshorn hair (including facial hair) in accordance with their faith. While Sikhs have been an 
integral part of the American fabric for over 125 years, they remain disproportionately targeted 
in cases of bigotry, bias, bullying and backlash. Though Sikh laborers began historic work on 
the Western Pacific Railway as early as 1905, early Sikh American history is marked by 
prejudice and hate violence. The Bellingham, WA riots of 1907 documented mobs beating and 

1 See Uber Passenger Charged With Hate Crime After Allegedly Assaulting Sikh Driver, available at 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/sikh-uber-driver-washington_n_5defc75be4b05d1e8a58d8a0 
 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/sikh-uber-driver-washington_n_5defc75be4b05d1e8a58d8a0


chasing Sikh laborers out of the city limits.  Today, Sikhs continue to be disproportionately 2

targeted due to little awareness about the faith and its adherents. 
 
Violent crimes damage the lives of victims, their families, and the communities in which they 
live. Hate crimes, in particular, can have deep, lasting effects on victims and targeted 
communities. Thus, when Sikhs are targeted because of hate, it is imperative that law 
enforcement authorities document these attacks as hate crimes and prosecutors pursue hate 
crime charges. Taking these steps to enforce the law, like your office has just done, signals to 
the community that all victims can come forward to obtain justice and that these heinous acts of 
hate will not be tolerated. 
 
The Sikh American community from across the state of Washington is deeply appreciative of 
you and the Whatcom County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office for recognizing this attack for what it 
is; an anti-Sikh hate crime.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gurdwara Guru Nanak Parkash, Bellingham, WA 
Guru Nanak Gursikh Gurdwara, Lynden, WA 
Guru Nanak Sikh Temple of Washington, Marysville, WA  
Sikh Centre of Seattle, Bothell, WA 
Spokane Sikh Temple, Green Acres, WA 
Gurdwara Dashmesh Darbar, Tacoma, WA 
Gurdwara Guru Tegh Bahadur, Kent, WA 
Guru Ramdass Gurdwara Sahib, Vancouver, WA 
Gurdwara Sacha Marg Sahib, Auburn, WA 
Gurdwara Singh Sabha of Washington, Renton, WA  
Khalsa Academy, Blaine, WA 
Khalsa Gurmat Center, Federal Way, WA 
Degh Tegh Community Kitchen, Auburn, WA 
 
 
 
Cc: The Honorable Bob Ferguson 

2 The 1907 Bellingham Riots in Historical Context,” University of Washington, Seattle Civil Rights and 
Labor History Project, 2008, available at: http://depts.wash- ington.edu/civilr/bham_history.htm 


