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23rd January, 2020 
 
Dr Jennifer McCormick, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
J. Matthew Walsh, Curriculum Specialist 
 
South Tower, Suite 600 
115 W. Washington Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
  
Dear Dr McCormick and Mr. Walsh, 
  
In collaboration with the Sikh community of Indiana, we are writing to request for the inclusion of Sikhism, in the 
proposed Indiana K-12 Social Studies Standards.  

By way of background, the Sikh religion, founded in Punjab, South Asia, is the fifth-largest organized religion in the 
world, with over 500,000 followers in the United States. Sikhs have been an integral part of the American fabric 
for over 125 years, and have been living in Indiana for over 60 years. Despite this long history, very little is generally 
known about the Sikh community because of the lack of inclusion in most state standards.  

A report published on school bullying across four states (California, Indiana, Massachusetts and Washington), 
revealed that Indiana had the highest rate of bullying of Sikh children, with students facing bullying at a rate of 
55.8%. Even more startling is that almost a quarter of those bullied reported being bullied at least once a week. 
Accurate and representative standards are the first step in ensuring safe and inclusive classrooms. 

To this end, we are asking for the following three additions in the standards: 

1. Grade 7 History, Standard 7.1.2  

Current standard: 7.1.2 Describe, compare, and contrast the historical origins, central beliefs and spread of major 
religions. Example: Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam 

Suggested edit: 7.1.2 Describe, compare, and contrast the historical origins, central beliefs and spread of major 
religions. Example: Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam 

Comment: As the fifth largest world religion and one with substantial representation in Indiana, it is critical that 
Sikhism be included when teaching about world religions. Sikhism, was founded in 1469, and therefore fits into 
the era which this standard is for: The Spread of Cultural, Economic, Social and Political Ideas: 500 B.C. (B.C.E.) – 
1600 A.D. (C.E.)  

 
2. Geography and History of the World, Standard GHW.2.1 

Current standard: Map the development over time of world religions from their points of origin and identify those 
that exhibit a high degree of local and/or international concentration. Examples: Universal religions/beliefs: Judaism 
(Jerusalem), Christianity (Jerusalem), Islam (Mecca, Medina) and Buddhism (Varanasi); Ethnic religions: Hinduism 
(Indus River), Confucianism and Taoism (Yellow River), Shintoism (Japan) 
 
Suggested edit: Map the development over time of world religions from their points of origin and identify those that 
exhibit a high degree of local and/or international concentration. Examples: Universal religions/beliefs: Judaism 
(Jerusalem), Christianity (Jerusalem), Islam (Mecca, Medina), Buddhism (Varanasi) and Sikhism (Punjab, South Asia); 
Ethnic religions: Hinduism (Indus River), Confucianism and Taoism (Yellow River), Shintoism (Japan) 
 
Comment: We are asking for “Punjab, South Asia” to be included in its entirety in the example alongside Sikhism, in 
order to clarify the accuracy of Sikhism’s origins. Sikhism was founded in 15th Century Punjab, which was at that  
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time in Northern India. However, since India’s independence in 1947, Punjab now falls in both Pakistan and India, 
meaning that sites of historical importance relating to the origins of Sikhism are in both countries. 
 
We do have reservations over the categorizations of world religions as universal or ethnic because of globalization, 
the vast immigration patterns of various groups, redefining of geographies over time, and proselytization. We 
encourage the writing committee to eliminate these categories, which oversimplify belief systems. However, if this 
categorization remains over the course of the revision process, we recommend that Sikhism be included in the 
Universal category due to the fundamental tenets of the faith as well as the diversity within its followers, particularly 
in the United States.  
 
3. World Geography, Standard WG.4.6 
 
Current standard: Map the distribution patterns of the world’s major religions and identify cultural features 
associated with each. Example: Buddhist and Hindu temples, Christian cathedrals and chapels, Islamic mosques and 
Jewish Synagogues 
 
Suggested edit: Map the distribution patterns of the world’s major religions and identify cultural features associated 
with each. Example: Buddhist and Hindu temples, Sikh Gurdwaras, Christian cathedrals and chapels, Islamic mosques 
and Jewish Synagogues 
 
Comment: Given the large number of Gurdwaras (Sikh places of worship) across Indiana and worldwide, students in 
Indiana will benefit greatly from learning about them alongside other religious sites. Gurdwaras serve as religious 
and cultural gathering places for the Sikh community. Sikhism should not be excluded from this standard where all 
other major world religions are represented.  
 
We are sharing these three suggestions based on the current standards, because the new draft standards have not 
been made public for review in their entirety. We urge the writing team to include Sikhism alongside other world 
religions, and examples about Sikhism and the Sikh-American community where appropriate. 

We hope Indiana will join the growing list of states, including New Jersey, Texas, New York, California, Idaho, 
Tennessee, Colorado, Arizona, Oklahoma, Michigan, North Dakota, and Nebraska, that have made similar changes 
over the past decade. 

We look forward to working with your team to develop appropriate curriculum and instruction for our suggested 
additions, and creating opportunities for us to support Indiana teachers in delivering these standards through 
professional development. Examples of our teacher resources can be found in the Chapter entitled ‘Teaching About 
Sikhism’ from the National Council for the Social Studies publication on Teaching About Religion in the Social 
Studies Classroom; on the Educators Page of our website; and on the C3Teachers Sikh Coalition hub. 

Inclusive and accurate standards are a welcome and positive step for all of Indiana’s communities.  We look 
forward to your positive response.   

 
Sincerely, 

 
Satjeet Kaur,  
Executive Director, The Sikh Coalition 


