
 

 
 

Talking to Government Officials About 

Sikh Awareness and Appreciation Month (SAAM) 

1. Discuss the need for improved Sikh awareness and appreciation 

 

• Most people don't know that Sikhs have been a part of the American story since the late 
1800s. Sikh Americans helped build our railroads, served in the U.S. military since World 
War I, and continue to serve our country as dedicated public servants. The first Asian 
American elected to the United States Congress was a Sikh American elected to office 
in 1957. A Sikh American was also the inventor of fiber optics, the technology that made 
high-speed internet possible. 

 
• Sikhs are not usually included in recognition of their contributions to the community. 

Often, we are wrongfully associated as being foreigners because of our visible articles of 
faith, such as the turban and unshorn hair. If everyone knew more about the positive 
contributions we provide to our community, we could continue to work towards 
eliminating some of the bias, bullying, discrimination, and prejudice we face.   

2. Let them know other places are successfully recognizing Sikh 

Awareness month  

 
• There are at least 10 states that have recognized Sikh Awareness Month with a 

statewide proclamation or resolution: California, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, 
Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Oregon, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. 
 

• Mention cities, towns, counties, or schools in your state that are or have previously 
participated in Sikh Awareness proclamations or resolutions.  

3. Highlight the benefits that Sikh Awareness will bring to the larger 
community 

 

• In communities where Sikh Awareness proclamations or resolutions have been passed, 
Sikh communities have forged stronger relationships with governmental officials, 
educated neighbors about Sikh Americans, and started important dialogues on how to 
address the issues facing our community. Moreover, proclamations or resolutions allow 
governments at all levels to demonstrate their commitment to being an inclusive 
community that draws strength from its diverse composition. Our schools, first 
responders, and other branches and agencies serving our community can also begin to 
learn more about Sikhs in the community. 

 
(Continued on next page.)  



 

 

 

4. Ask for a Sikh Awareness Recognition 

 
• Similar to recognizing Black History Month, most proclamations or resolutions last for an 

entire month. This time window gives enough time to allow the local Sikh community to 
prepare and organize events with government offices and other community members. If 
a month is not possible, then ask for one week—or at the very least, one day.  
 

• To make it easier for the elected official’s office to issue a Sikh Awareness recognition, 
share the sample language below with the office: 

 
Sikh Awareness and Appreciation Month (April): 
 
WHEREAS: Sikhs have been living in the United States for more than 120 years, and during the early 
20th century, thousands of Sikh Americans worked on farms, in lumber mills and mines, and on the 
Oregon, Pacific & Eastern Railroad; and 
 
WHEREAS: Sikhism is the fifth largest religion in the world and today, there are more than 25 million 
Sikhs worldwide and an estimated 500,000 Sikh Americans; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sikh Americans pursue diverse professions, and make rich contributions to the social, 
cultural, and economic vibrancy of the United States, including service as members of the United States 
Armed Forces and significant contributions to our great nation in agriculture, information technology, 
small businesses, the hotel industry, trucking, medicine, and technology; and 
 
WHEREAS, Sikh Americans distinguished themselves by fostering respect among all people through faith 
and service; and 
 
WHEREAS, [Jurisdiction] is committed to educating citizens about the world’s religions, the value of 
religious diversity, tolerance grounded in First Amendment principles, a culture of mutual understanding, 
and the diminution of violence; and 
 
WHEREAS: Today, the [Jurisdiction] seeks to further the diversity of its community and afford all 
residents the opportunity to better understand, recognize, and appreciate the rich history and shared 
experiences of Sikh Americans. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I [Name of Official], [Title] on this XX day of [Month] 2021, do hereby proclaim the 
month of April 2021 to be SIKH AWARENESS AND APPRECIATION MONTH. 
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