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One great way to start spreading Sikh awareness in your school, town, and district is through sharing meaningful

literature that features Sikhs, explains the Sikh faith and identity, or celebrates Sikh stories. This library toolkit is

a resource to help you get started including suggestions for books, activities and events that your local library can

host. It is appropriate to celebrate Sikh stories at any point in the year, however, if you are looking to tie in Sikh

awareness with an occasion, you can consider the ideas in this toolkit for Sikh Awareness and Appreciation Month
(you can check if your state has passed a Resolution for this), or the Sikh festival of Vaisakhi in April.

This toolkit contains the following information:

Sample Letter to your Librarian

Ideas for Library Projects/Events to Celebrate Sikh Americans
Window or Table Display

After-School Book Readings & Kids’ Activities

Screenings & Discussions

Featuring Local Sikhs on a Panel

Hosting an Artist Night with Sikh Singers, Musicians, & Artists

If you have any questions or need help organizing an event, please email us at community@sikhcoalition.org
or give us a call at 212.655.3095.

Sikh Community Library Toolkit
© The Sikh Coalition. All Rights Reserved.
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Sample Letter/Email to a Librarian
[Date]
[Library Address]
Dear [Librarian’s Name],

My name is [Name], and [very briefly describe yourself and any way in which you are connected to the
community — either by simply being a library patron, a parent of a child in the local school district, or some
deeper interaction with the community.] | would like to meet with you to discuss how [library name] can
celebrate diversity and be more inclusive of the Sikh American community.

Sikhism is the fifth largest world religion and Sikhs first immigrated to the US over 125 years ago. We have had
notable achievements as farmers, soldiers, entrepreneurs, congressmen, scientists, actors, and more, and have
made significant contributions to this country’s rich history.

Unfortunately, many Americans know little information about Sikhs or Sikhism, and therefore face bias-based
harassment, bullying, and even hate crimes. I’'m sure you will agree that we can stop the cycle of ignorance and
hate by spreading awareness about diversity and encouraging respect for everyone in our local communities.

| understand that your library is very busy with various community events that are already on the calendar.
However, | kindly ask that we work together to find something that [library name] can do in partnership with the
Sikh community. The Sikh Coalition, the largest Sikh civil rights organization in the country, has developed a list
of projects and ideas that | have included below.

Window or table display

After-school book readings & kids’ activities

Screenings & discussions

Featuring local Sikhs on a panel

Hosting an artist night with Sikh singers, musicians, & artists
Book club featuring Sikh authors or Sikh specific content

Through these types of events, we can all celebrate diversity and encourage respect for one another’s beliefs and
customs. | would appreciate it if we could discuss this opportunity for collaboration further. My phone number is
[XXX] and my email address is [XXX]. I look forward to hearing from you.

Regards,
[Name]
[Signature]
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Ideas for Library Projects & Events to Celebrate Sikh Americans

Window or Table Display

Oftentimes, libraries will create a window or table display around a particular theme or holiday. To celebrate Sikh
Awareness and Appreciation Month, we suggest displaying the following items in the lobby at your library:

¢ Informational Resources
e Who are the Sikhs’ postcards™
e ‘The Sikhs’ brochures™

*To order these items, please send an email to education@sikhcoalition.org.

¢ Books about Sikhs or featuring Sikh characters

Children’s Books:

e The Many Colors of Harpreet Singh by Supriya Kelkar (Sterling
Children’s Books). Discussion Guide here

e Super Satya Saves the Day by Raakhee Mirchandani (Mango &
Marigold Press) Discussion Guide here

e Fauja Singh Keeps Going by Simran Jeet Singh (Penguin Random House). Discussion Guide here

e Ajooni the Kaurageous, by Amarpreet Kaur Dhami (Mascot Books)

e What is a Patka? by Tajinder Kaur Kalia

e The Garden of Peace by Navjot Kaur (Saffron Press)

e A Lion’s Mane by Navjot Kaur (Saffron Press). Lesson plan here

e Be Brave My Love by Bhajneet Singh (Brave Lion Books) and coloring book

e The Boy With Long Hair by Pushpinder Kaur (The Sikh Foundation). Lesson plan here

e Jasmin’s Summer Wish by Elizabeth Glines (Wilderness House Press)
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https://www.sikhcoalition.org/resources/who-are-the-sikhs-poster/
https://www.sikhcoalition.org/resources/the-sikhs-brochure/
https://supriyakelkar.com/the-many-colors-of-harpreet-singh/
https://supriyakelkar.com/discussion-guide/
https://mangoandmarigoldpress.com/products/super-satya-saves-the-day
https://www.sikhcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Super-Satya-Saves-Day-Discussion-Guide.pdf
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/606437/fauja-singh-keeps-going-by-simran-jeet-singh-illustrated-by-baljinder-kaur/9780525555094#:~:text=Fauja%20Singh%20Keeps%20Going%20by%20Simran%20Jeet%20Singh%20%7C%20Penguin%20Random%20House%20Canada
https://penguinclassroom.com/books/fauja-singh-keeps-going/
https://amarpreetdhami.com/ajooni-the-kaurageous
http://whatisapatka.com/
https://saffronpress.com/product/the-garden-of-peace/
https://saffronpress.com/product/a-lions-mane/
https://www.sikhcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/A-Lions-Mane-Teachers-Guide.pdf
https://www.bravelionbooks.com/books/be-brave-my-love
https://www.bravelionbooks.com/books/coloring-book
https://www.tejpublishing.com/store/product/the-boy-with-long-hair/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R2L8DMV-FYEhLFwEIBmciyhP0stEwyKB/view
https://www.amazon.com/Jasmins-Summer-Wish-Elizabeth-Glines/dp/0982711581

*-.THE

'ﬁ )} SIKHCOALITION

T

Books for Adults:

e Sikhism: A Guide for the Perplexed by Arvind-Pal Singh Mandair

e Teachings of the Sikh Gurus by Arvind-Pal Singh Mandair and Christopher Shackle
e Sikhism: A Very Short Introduction by Eleanor Nesbitt

e (Guru Nanak by Eleanor Nesbitt and Gopinder Kaur

e The Sikhs by Patwant Singh

e The Encyclopedia of Sikhism by Harbans Singh

e The Name of My Beloved: Verses of the Sikh Gurus by Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh
e Sikhism: An Introduction by Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh

Books by Sikh Authors:

e Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur

e The Sun and Her Flowers by Rupi Kaur

e When You Ask Me Where I'm Going by Jasmin Kaur

e Her Name is Kaur: Sikh American Women Write about Love, Courage, and Faith edited by Meeta Kaur

After School Book Readings & Kids’ Activities

We recommend reading any of the following books in a
group setting with elementary school children. After the
reading, we encourage you to have a discussion or do an
activity with the children. We have included discussion
guides below, whch were created in collaboration with the

respective authors and the Sikh Coalition. A & ' t
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e The Many Colors of Harpreet Singh by Supriya $4ASS SRCCe e A8 SPUMS ot Tirs T 41 Mg
Kelkar (Sterling Children’s Books). Discussion T e erapan

** Check out our Sikh Celebrations: Lessons & Activities for Inclusive Classrooms resource to incorporate
awareness about Sikh Celebrations year-round.

Guide here
e Super Satya Saves the Day by Raakhee .

Mirchandani (Mango & Marigold Press) %9

Discussion Guide here

e fauja Singh Keeps Going by Simran Jeet Singh
(Penguin Random House). Discussion Guide here



https://www.amazon.com/Sikhism-Guide-Perplexed-Guides/dp/1441102310/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=sikhism+a+guide+for+the+perplexed&qid=1583347812&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Teachings-Sikh-Gurus-Selections-Scriptures/dp/0415266041/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=Teachings+of+the+Sikh+Gurus+by+Arvind-Pal+Singh+Mandair+and+Christopher+Shackle&qid=1583347829&s=books&sr=1-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Sikhism-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions-dp-0198745575/dp/0198745575/ref=dp_ob_title_bk
https://bayeux.com/guru-nanak-3/
https://www.amazon.com/Sikhs-Patwant-Singh/dp/0385502060/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Sikhs+by+Patwant+Singh&qid=1583347904&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Encyclopaedia-Sikhism-Set-Volumes/dp/B00N814M8E
https://www.amazon.com/Name-My-Beloved-Verses-Literature/dp/0060670495/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=The+Name+of+My+Beloved%3A+Verses+of+the+Sikh+Gurus+by+Nikky-Guninder+Kaur+Singh&qid=1583348099&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sikhism-Introductions-Nikky-Guninder-Kaur-Singh/dp/1848853211/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Sikhism%3A+An+Introduction+by+Nikky-Guninder+Kaur+Singh&qid=1583348120&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Milk-Honey-Rupi-Kaur/dp/144947425X
https://www.amazon.com/Sun-Her-Flowers-Rupi-Kaur/dp/1449486797/ref=pd_sbs_14_img_0/144-4066121-5672860?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1449486797&pd_rd_r=a4f12a71-38a6-4b8e-b187-1cc70c35472f&pd_rd_w=g0tMP&pd_rd_wg=y55gK&pf_rd_p=5cfcfe89-300f-47d2-b1ad-a4e27203a02a&pf_rd_r=YNZ47FGT8DTP3X9FST9X&psc=1&refRID=YNZ47FGT8DTP3X9FST9X
https://www.amazon.com/When-You-Ask-Where-Going/dp/0062912615/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3MSHI5WGWB1V1&keywords=when+you+ask+me+where+i+m+going+by+jasmin+kaur&qid=1583347789&s=books&sprefix=when+you+ask+me+%2Cstripbooks%2C204&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Her-Name-Kaur-Nikky-Guninder-17-Jun-2014/dp/B012HXZ6BA
https://supriyakelkar.com/the-many-colors-of-harpreet-singh/
https://supriyakelkar.com/discussion-guide/
https://supriyakelkar.com/discussion-guide/
https://supriyakelkar.com/discussion-guide/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/606437/fauja-singh-keeps-going-by-simran-jeet-singh-illustrated-by-baljinder-kaur/9780525555094#:~:text=Fauja%20Singh%20Keeps%20Going%20by%20Simran%20Jeet%20Singh%20%7C%20Penguin%20Random%20House%20Canada
https://penguinclassroom.com/books/fauja-singh-keeps-going/
https://www.sikhcoalition.org/resources/sikh-celebrations-lessons-activities-inclusive-classrooms/
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Screenings & Discussions

You can also host a screening at the library. At the conclusion
of the video, we encourage you to host a discussion with the
audience. We recommend the following:

¢ CNN’s “United Shades of America with W. Kamau
Bell” 60-minute episode on the Sikh community.
Discussion guide can be found here. The episode
can be accessed on the CNN app, Xfinity DVR or Hulu
streaming services.

T

Feature Local Sikhs on a Panel

Invite local Sikhs who are community leaders,
educators, professionals, elected officials, etc to
sit on a panel to discuss their experiences as Sikh
Americans.

The panel can focus on how important it is for local
communities to learn about and foster a respect
for the diversity in their city. Ask a local media
personality to moderate the panel.

If you have any questions or need help organizing an event,
please email us at community@sikhcoalition.org

To see more of our resources for parents and educators,
take a look at our Back to School Toolkit

If you curate a library display, do an activity, host a screening/discussion or use this toolkit in any
way, we would love to see pictures!
Please share photos with us at media@sikhcoalition.org!
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https://www.cnn.com/videos/tv/2018/04/30/usoa-sikhs-ron-2.cnn
https://www.cnn.com/videos/tv/2018/04/30/usoa-sikhs-ron-2.cnn
http://www.c3teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/United-Shades-of-America-_-Sikhism_Viewing-Guide_final.docx
https://www.sikhcoalition.org/get-involved/back-school-toolkit/

