
 

 
 
Gov. Gavin Christopher Newsom 
Office of the Governor 
State Capitol, Suite 1173 
1303 - 10th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Via email  
 
Cc: California State Board of Education 
 
Dear Governor Newsom, 
 
This November, as California once again celebrates Sikh Awareness and Appreciation 
Month, the Sikh Coalition would like to thank you on behalf of the California Sikh 
community for signing AB 101. This legislation provides the opportunity for teaching 
about the California Sikh-American community through a lesson plan in the Ethnic 
Studies Model Curriculum (ESMC).  
 
This legislation follows a 2016 victory to ensure Sikhism’s inclusion in California’s 
History-Social Science Framework. Initiatives like the ESMC, especially in states like 
California, are the next step to ensuring that educators have the tools they need to teach 
about the Sikh community and their stories in an appropriate and effective way. This, in 
turn, will help make for safer classrooms for Sikh children and will provide a more 
inclusive education for their non-Sikh classmates. 
 
Roughly half of the 500,000 Sikhs in the United States are estimated to live in California, 
and Sikhs have been an integral part of this state’s social fabric since they first arrived in 
the country more than 125 years ago. In fact, the first Sikh gurdwara, or house of 
worship, in the United States was founded in Stockton, California, in 1912. Sikh 
Americans help make up the backbone of California as farmers, drivers, engineers, and 
construction workers. They appear in all walks of life, from teachers and pilots to 
musicians and doctors, and from civil servants and social activists to philanthropists and 
movie actors.  
 
Including Sikhs in ethnic studies curricula across California’s school districts will not only 
make for a more comprehensive education for all of our state’s students, but safer 
classrooms for Sikh children: visibility and familiarity are the first steps to combating 
bullying. And while it is true that Sikh children experience a rate of bullying estimated to 
be twice that of the national average--and that Sikhs in general are among the top five 
most targeted faith groups for hate crimes across the country, per the FBI--we refuse to 
let victimhood or marginalization define the rich, diverse Sikh American experience. This 
positive assertion of our identity begins with the proactive inclusion of the contributions 
of Sikhs to our state and our nation through the ESMC.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/AB-101-Signing-Message-PDF.pdf


 

 
 
While the ethnic studies course requirement will provide an even greater opportunity for 
the Sikh community’s stories and important contributions to be taught across California, 
we also recognize and validate that several other marginalized California communities 
were diminished or excluded from the ESMC. Our goal is that AB 101 is the beginning, 
but not the end to California’s effort to advance an anti-racist education for all. Alongside 
the dedicated funding that will come with the new law for implementation and 
professional development training, the Sikh community looks forward to a future where 
Sikh inclusion in our classrooms becomes the norm. 
 
For more information about how we can collectively support these efforts, please feel 
free to contact the Sikh Coalition at advocacy@sikhcoalition.org. We can also connect 
you with the Jakara Movement, our California based partner organization who has also 
been spearheading this work. Both organizations can put you in touch with Sikh parents, 
educators, and teachers who are equally invested in shaping a more diverse and 
inclusive classroom for all.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Nikki Singh 
Senior Manager of Policy and Advocacy | Sikh Coalition 
nikki@sikhcoalition.org 
(732) 924-5945 
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