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The following is a timeline of Mr. Rouble Claire’s interaction with Sutter, CA, law
enforcement as he attempted to report multiple incidents he experienced in May of 2021.

¢ May 11, 2021:

o In the morning, Mr. Claire is accosted by a woman outside of South Butte Market,
who falsely (and with no evidence) accuses him of hitting her dog with his car.
The woman shouts at Mr. Claire; calls him a “f‘cking Hindu,” “motherfucker,” and
an “asshole;” threatens to “ram” him with her car; and speeds towards him in a
parking lot--only swerving away at the last moment.

o Mr. Claire calls 911 from the South Butte Market using their phone, but deputies
never arrive there. He waits 20 to 30 minutes before departing.

o Inthe afternoon, another individual approaches Mr. Claire’s house on foot and
writes “sandn*gger” in chalk on the sidewalk and in his driveway. When he went
outside with his phone, she also called him “n*gger” or “sandn*gger” and
knocked over his trash bins before walking away.

o Mr. Claire immediately calls the Sutter County Sheriff's Office (SCSO) again and
photographs the graffiti. Deputy Earl Manion and Deputy Vishaal Virk arrive, and
he shows them the graffiti and reports both incidents.

o As Mr. Claire and the deputies are discussing the incidents, a car that Mr. Claire
had seen earlier that day drives by his house again. Deputy Manion follows and
stops the car, and identifies one of the passengers as the woman who accosted
and threatened Mr. Claire at the South Butte Market. The woman admits that she
knows who wrote “sandn*gger” outside of Mr. Claire’s house and his driveway,
but won'’t tell the deputy who.

o Deputy Manion tells the woman to avoid Mr. Claire’s property, else she may be
charged with trespassing.

o Deputy Virk asks Mr. Claire if he wants to file charges, and Mr. Claire confirms he
wishes to press charges for both incidents as bias-related crimes at this time.
(Note that the report from the SCSO does not acknowledge this.)

o Before leaving, Deputy Virk then walks over to the graffiti on Mr. Claire’s
driveway and dumps water from his water bottle onto the graffiti, partially
washing it away. (Note that no one from the SCSO had taken photos of the
graffiti before that point.)

e September 21, 2021:

o Deputy Virk and Deputy Manion, now accompanied by an SCSO sergeant, show
up to Mr. Claire’s house unannounced.

o The officers tell Mr. Claire that they have not taken further action with respect to
either incident because “he only requested [the woman] be verbally admonished
for trespassing.” Mr. Claire asks again about bias-related charges.

o Per SCSO records, Deputy Manion discusses the case with Deputy District
Attorney Diego Heimlich; the pair talk about whether or not the chalking meets
the definition of Hate Speech. No further action is taken.

e October 14, 2021:
o Mr. Claire reaches out to the Sikh Coalition for legal assistance.
e October 18, 2021:

o Mr. Claire visits the SCSO to review a six-photo lineup of possible suspects. He

is unable to identify the woman who accosted him at South Butte Market.
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o The SCSO closes the case “pending further leads.”
e October 19, 2021:

o Mr. Claire visits the SCSO again to pick up a report, created the day before, on
the investigation, but it turns out to simply be a log of the times he has called and
asked for assistance.

e November 15, 2021:

o The Sikh Coalition sends a letter to the SCSO and Sutter County District
Attorney’s Office (SCDAO) outlining all details of the harassment against Mr.
Claire and his experiences with the SCSO to date.

o November 16, 2021:
o The SCSO confirms receipt of the above mentioned letter.
e November 17, 2021:

o Another deputy, Deputy Rhiley Harrison, reviews all of the SCSQO’s notes about

both incidents.
e November 18, 2021:

o Deputy Harrison interviews a witness to what happened at South Butte Market,

who corroborates Mr. Claire’s version of events.
o November 21, 2021:

o A new deputy, Deputy Matthew Arbaugh, is dispatched to Mr. Claire’s house to

take a formal statement from him regarding the incident at South Butte Market.
e December 1, 2021:

o After comparing his conversation with the witness to Mr. Claire’s statement,
Deputy Harrison completes a probable cause statement requesting a warrant
from the SCDAO for the arrest of the woman who threatened to ram Mr. Claire
with her car at South Butte Market.

e December 9, 2021:

o Attorneys from the Sikh Coalition engage Sheriff Jud Barnes about the
investigation into the harassment against Mr. Claire, and inquire about the status
of the FOIA response to SC’s submitted request. Sheriff Barnes confirms an
investigation is ongoing.

e December 15, 2021:

o The office of the SCDA refuses to bring the recommended charges against the
suspect identified by Mr. Claire, the witness, and the original responding
deputies.

e December 17, 2022:

o The Sikh Coalition receives information from the SCDAO via a Freedom of

Information Act request verifying that the SCDAO is not pursuing charges.
e January 6, 2022:

o Attorneys from the Sikh Coalition again speak to Sheriff Barnes. In that
conversation, Sheriff Jud Barnes acknowledged that his deputies failed to follow
proper investigatory protocol in the course of these cases and confirmed that one
deputy had received additional training as a result. He also confirms that a
probable cause statement had been sent to the SCDAO. SC informed the Sheriff
that the DA’s office was refusing to bring charges pursuant to DA’s response to
SC FOIA request.

e February 1, 2022:
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o After once again reviewing the police records and talking to the witness at South
Butte Market, the Sikh Coalition again contacts the SCDAO to urge them to
reconsider bringing charges.
e May9, 2022:
o Mr. Claire retains attorneys Gina Szeto-Wong, Principal Attorney of Szeto-Wong
Law, and Sean Tamura-Sato, Managing Partner of Minami Tamaki LLP as he

files a civil suit against officers of the SCSO, Sutter County, and the individual
who threatened him.
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