
May 25, 2022 

 

District Attorney Amanda L. Hopper 

Sutter County District Attorney 

462 2nd Street, Suite 102 

Yuba City, CA 95991 

 

Dear District Attorney Hopper: 

 

The undersigned California advocacy, civil rights, community, legal, and faith-based 

organizations write to urge your office to take action by pressing charges against the aggressor 

who threatened, berated, and endangered the life of Mr. Rouble Paul Claire, a Sikh member of 

the Sutter community, more than one year ago. Given our work and civil rights priorities, we do 

not wish to contribute to a criminal justice system which pursues the harshest criminal penalties 

for offenders without thought or consideration to the offense and impact. We do, however, 

demand that all applicable charges be brought in this case as a matter of justice to address the 

blatant discrimination that Mr. Claire faced and for Sutter County to signal that bigotry and hate 

will not be dismissed by those in power.     

 

As you know, on May 11, 2021, Mr. Claire was accosted by a woman at South Butte Market, a 

local grocery store. The woman shouted at Mr. Claire--including by calling him a “F*cking 

Hindu”--threatened to “ram” him with her car, and then got in her car and sped towards him, 

only swerving away at the last moment. Then, later that day, another individual connected to the 

woman in the first incident wrote the word “sandn*gger” in chalk on the sidewalk outside Mr. 

Claire’s house and in his driveway, and called him “n*gger” when he went outside. 

 

After months of inaction, the Sutter County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) discussed possible hate 

related offenses with your office--specifically hate speech, according to reports--and later 

recommended that your office press charges including assault, assault with a deadly weapon, and 

criminal threats against the woman involved in the incident at the grocery store. The SCSO’s 

report made it clear that an eyewitness to these events corroborates the fact that this woman was 

acting in a threatening and aggressive manner to Mr. Claire (“attempting to ‘scare’ Mr. Claire by 

driving her vehicle towards him”), and Mr. Claire himself has repeatedly made it clear that he 

was subjected to a racial slur and placed in reasonable apprehension of sustaining injury at that 

moment. Despite this evidence, your office declined to press charges, claiming that there was 

insufficient evidence for the charges and that six months had passed since the incident. 

 

This evidence is now public, and is linked here again for your consideration once again. 

Thankfully, your office has publicly clarified that the statute of limitations for these crimes is 

three years, making the six months that passed between the incident and the SCSO 

recommending charges–a delay that is entirely the fault of the SCSO and their failure to initially 

investigate–irrelevant. Both alleged obstacles to your ability to prosecute this case have thus 

been removed. 

 

Our organizations have seen firsthand how these kinds of threats, fueled by bigotry, can escalate 

into even worse violence if left ignored and unchecked. Mr. Claire deserves to know that Sutter 

https://www.sikhcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2022.02.01-Claire-case-letter-to-DA.pdf


County will not tolerate this type of criminal action and racist abuse directed at him or any other 

minority living in your community.  As the District Attorney, you have both the power and the 

responsibility to begin to make this right by charging the woman who threatened and berated Mr. 

Claire with all applicable charges, including those involving bias. We urge you to act 

immediately, and in doing so, take a step towards ensuring that hate and bigotry are not to be 

tolerated in Sutter County. Your mandate as a public servant demands nothing less. 

 

Thank you kindly for your urgent attention to this long overdue matter. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Asian Law Alliance  

San Jose Nikkei Resisters  

Cambodian Women’s Association  

CA Church IMPACT  

Jakara Movement  

Sikh Family Center  

Dear Community  

The Arc of California  

Stand with Asian Americans  

American Jewish Committee (AJC) California  

Council on American-Islamic Relations, California  

Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism  

Sikh Coalition 

 

 


