
Know Your Rights: 
The Kirpan

Contact Us for Help:
212-655-3095

www.sikhcoalition.org/legal-help

The Sikh Coalition is the nation’s largest Sikh
civil rights organization and the leading

provider of pro bono legal services for Sikhs
who experience hate or discrimination in

relation to their religious beliefs—including
issues around their kirpans.

ਸਿੱਖ ਕੋਲਿਸ਼ਨ ਦੇਸ਼ ਦੀ ਸਬ ਤੋਂ ਵੱਡੀ ਸਿਵਲ ਰਾਈਟਸ ਸੰਸਥਾ ਹੈ ਜੋ
ਸਿੱਖਾਂ ਲਈ ਮੁਫ਼ਤ ਕਾਨੂੰਨੀ ਸੇਵਾਵਾਂ ਪ੍ਰਦਾਨ ਕਰਦੀ ਹੈ। 

ਜੇਕਰ ਤੁਸੀਂ ਕਿਰਪਾਨ, ਸਿੱਖੀ ਸਰੂਪ ਜਾਂ ਧਾਰਮਿਕ ਵਿਸ਼ਵਾਸਾਂ ਦੇ
ਸਬੰਧ ਵਿੱਚ ਨਫ਼ਰਤ ਜਾਂ ਭੇਦ-ਭਾਵ ਦਾ ਅਨੁਭਵ ਕਰ ਰਹੇ ਹੋ ਅਤੇ 
ਤੁਹਾਨੂੰ ਸਹਾਇਤਾ ਦੀ ਲੋੜ ਹੈ, ਤਾਂ 212-655-3095 'ਤੇ ਕਾਲ

ਕਰੋ ਜਾਂ ਸਾਡੇ ਨਾਲ ਇੱਥੇ ਸੰਪਰਕ ਕਰੋ
www.sikhcoalition.org/legal-help

tel:2126553095
http://www.sikhcoalition.org/


What is Sikhism?

Sikhi (Sikhism) is the fifth-largest world religion.
The Sikh religion is monotheistic (believing in
one God) and rooted in ideals of love, equality,
and service. Initiated Sikhs maintain five articles
of faith, an external uniform to bind them to the
religious tradition.

Is it legal to wear a kirpan? Yes!

Employers, public and private building security,
and public school districts across the nation
routinely provide accommodations for Sikhs to
wear kirpans and other articles of faith.

On rare occasions, Sikhs have been mistakenly
arrested and charged for carrying kirpans.
However, criminal charges for carrying a kirpan
are routinely dropped by prosecutors or dismissed
by judges because of the kirpan’s religious nature
and Sikhs’ peaceful intent in wearing it.
Courts and prosecutors consistently refuse to
apply anti-weapons statutes to kirpans even when
their “bladed” sections are longer than allowed by
anti-knife laws.


