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The Sikh Coalition believes that it is critical for all Americans—including all Sikh
Americans—to cast their ballots in federal, state, and local-level elections regardless of
their party or political preferences. It is equally important that all prospective voters
understand their rights when it comes to voting in the upcoming U.S. elections on
November 3, 2026.

Note that the following guidance does not constitute legal advice. Please email our team
at gotv@sikhcoalition.org with any questions.

Confirm Your Voter Registration and Educate Yourself

Visit the Sikh Coalition’s GOTV Center in order to:

Confirm your voter registration status and register to vote if you need to;
See upcoming dates and deadlines for registration, absentee voting, and early
voting; and

e Learn about the candidates and the positions that they are running for where you
live.

Make Your Plan to Vote and Know the Requirements

Research has shown that making a plan to vote increases your likelihood of voting. A
good plan to vote includes answers to the following questions:

Are you registered to vote?
Are you voting in-person or via mail?
If you're voting in-person,
o Are you voting early or on Election Day?
o Do you know where your polling place is?
o What time of day will you go to vote?
o Do you have a ride to the polls?
o Do you need an ID to vote?
If you're voting by mail,
o When is your ballot due?
o Are you mailing your ballot in, or dropping it off somewhere?


mailto:gotv@sikhcoalition.org
http://thesikh.co/GOTV-2026
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o If you are dropping your ballot off, when and where are you doing so?
Know Your Rights if You Vote in-Person

e At your polling place, you have a right to:

o Be assisted by any person of your choice (except your employer or union
representative) or a trained poll worker if you need help to vote.

Bring an interpreter into the voting booth.

Ask a trained poll worker how to mark and cast your ballot.

Vote even if the voting machine is broken—you can ask for a paper ballot.

o Request and receive a new ballot if you make a mistake on yours.

e Remember:

o Always stay in line! As long as you are in line, you should be allowed to
cast your ballot—even if the polls close.

o You do not need to speak English to be able to vote in any state.

o You do not need to pass any sort of test to be able to vote in any state.

e If you were convicted of a felony, you may or may not be able to vote depending
on what state you live in, when you were convicted, and other factors. See this
resource to read about the laws and policies in your state.

e If you have a disability,

o You have the right to accessible voting, including accessible machines,
alternative formats, and assistance from poll workers.

o As mentioned above, you can have someone help you cast your ballot, as
long as they are not your employer or a union representative; poll workers
can also assist you at your request.

o O O

Potential Voter Intimidation

e No one at the polling place, including law enforcement officers of any kind, has
the right to:

o Ask you who you are voting for.

o Ask about your immigration status.

o Threaten you, implicitly or explicitly, to vote a certain way or not vote at all.
e Examples of voter intimidation can include:

o Aggressive questioning about your vote, your immigration status, or your

criminal record.
o Following voters to, from, or within the polling place.


https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/felon-voting-rights
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/felon-voting-rights
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o Flaunting a firearm outside of a polling place or near a ballot dropoff
location.

e Per expert organizations like the Brennan Center, it is illegal for ICE or other
federal agents to be at the polls because “federal law bans federal officers from
interfering in elections” and because “federal law bans troops and armed federal
agents from being deployed anywhere an ‘election is held.”

o If any law enforcement officer approaches you at the polls,

m Stay calm and keep your hands visible at all times.
m You have the right to remain silent or consult a lawyer before
answering any questions.

o If an ICE agent or other immigration enforcement officer approaches you
at the polls,

m The same advice about staying calm and having the right to remain
silent or consult a lawyer applies.

m Additionally, you can decline consent to an immigration agent's
request to search you. In some cases, they may still conduct a
search without your consent.

o Review further information about your rights when interacting with different
kinds of law enforcement officers via the ACLU.

e If anyone tries to prevent you from voting, or you observe anyone threatening or
intimidating voters, call:

o The nonpartisan Election Protection Hotline at 866-687-8683
(866-OUR-VOTE).

o The Sikh Coalition for legal aid in English or Punjabi at 212-655-3095 (or
fill out a legal intake form afterwards at www.sikhcoalition.org/legal-help) if
you believe you were discriminated against because of your Sikh identity.

o APIA Vote’s multilingual hotline for assistance in Punjabi at
1-888-274-8683 (1-888-API-VOTE).

e After the fact, you should also report voter intimidation—especially intimidation by
local, state, or federal law enforcement—to your local election officials. You can
find that contact information here.

If You Encounter Technical Issues While Voting

e If you attempt to vote but your name is not on the voter roll (list of registered

voters):
o Ask the poll worker to check again, and spell your name for them.


https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/sending-ice-polling-places-illegal
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/federal-agents-at-the-polls
http://www.sikhcoalition.org/legal-help
https://www.usa.gov/state-election-office

THE

SIKHCOALITION

o If your name is not on the primary list, ask if there is a “supplemental” list
of voters.

o If they still cannot find your name, ask them to confirm that you are at the
correct polling place.

m Poll workers should be able to check a statewide system (if one is
available) to see if you should be at a different polling place.

m If the poll worker does not have access to a statewide system, ask
them to call the main election office.

m You can also call 1-866-OUR-VOTE or 1-888-API-VOTE and ask
for help verifying your proper polling place.

m Note that if you are registered at a different location, in most
instances, you will have to travel to that location to cast a regular
ballot.

e If your name cannot be found on the voter roll, you may be asked to cast a
“provisional ballot” as a last resort.
o Provisional ballots are only for when registration or eligibility is in dispute.
o If you are asked to cast a provisional ballot, ask for:

m Written instructions about what to do to ensure that your vote will be
counted, and

m A phone number so you can follow-up to ensure that your vote is
counted.

The Sikh Coalition is a non-profit and non-partisan organization. All of our “Get Out The
Vote” (GOTV) work is done in support of broader Sikh American civic engagement, and
not for the benefit of any candidate, elected official, or political party.



